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"Pa "wind waſted the letters 

a of my lovely friend as ſpeedily 
to my hands as ſhe could poſſibly 
have ex pected, though I am per- 
ſuaded, even *the Fwiftneſs of an 
"ncrial mail could not have con- 
VOL. II. B  veyed 
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Eyed them in the ſpace limited by 
her wiſhes, 


How do I congratulate you on the 
acquiſition of the invaluable friend- 
ſhip of this divine old man, I even 
forgive him for depriving me of the 
happineſs of ſerving you, which, let 
me tell you Clara, is the greateſt 
proof of my confidence in his merit, 
for we would not like to have even 
our moſt anxious | wiſhes anticipat- 
ed by an unworthy —— 


Pity it is this charming Grecian is 
not ſome ſcore years younger; ſuch 
2 heavenly mind enſhrined in the 
bloom of youth, muſt form an ob- 
ject that would for ever rival the ge- 
nerality of our modern males; though 
you have not portrayed. the mortal 


K ; 
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part of him, methinks I now ſee his 
venerable face majeſtically awful, 
yet illumined with that mild bene- 
volence ſo characteriſtic of his diſ- 
poſition ; nay, ſo animated are your 
deſcriptions that unaided by a per- 
ſonal peep, I think I could delineate 
his every feature, and to the noble 
aſſemblage of faded beauties give that 
expreſſion of innate goodneſs, which 
muſt render the portrait more inter- 
eſting to ſenſibility, than the moſt 
{prightly nn. 77 


The friendſhip of Gao a man. in 
an age when moſt grow grey in fol- 
ly, (ſome in vice) is a bleſſing too 
ineſtimable not to be cheriſhed; do 
not, therefore, my deareſt Clara, 'em- 
poiſon your felicity by dwelling on 
the painful ſubject with which you 
concluded your laſt. Be aſſured that 
B 2 every 
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every one who has the happinets of 
knowing you, muſt believe you in- 
capable of the moſt trifling deviation 
from rectitude, and the opinions of 
ſtrangers can be of little conſequence; 


beſides, are you not under the eye 
of : a tender father; what ſlander can 


gain credit while ſheltered > his 
protecting wing? $70 5palc:rist} 


There is alu a r in 
wiſhing for general approbation, as 
but few who are indifferent to cenſure 
that do take pains not to deſerve it ; 
yet it is an acquiſition! very ſeldom 
attained even by thoſe who are moſt 


affiduous, for 


© * 


* Virwe ar 1 


| Since then we cannot obtain every 
oue” s good word, the approbathia of 
our 
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our friends and our own hearts is 
moſt eſſential to our happineſs. 


None but a mind depraved as that 
of the worthleſs being, who, tak - 
ing advantage of your diſtreſs, has 
preſumed to wound your ears with 
his diſhonourable profeſſions, would 


dare to hint a doubt of the purity of 


her, whoſe virtue is as much above 
his cenſures, as thoſe cenſures are 
beneath her notice. 


There is no doubt but, that diſap- 
pointed of his lovely prey, your li- 
bertine couſin will exert the utmoſt 
efforts of his malice to Sully your 


fair fame,” but conſcious of your 


own - integrity, let not that diſturb 


you; for when his motives for the | 
uumerited depreciation comes to be 


B3 made 
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made public, who will give him cre- 
dit for his ſcandalous afſertions ? 


Might my advice prevail, Mr. Vil- 
leroy would not long bury himſelf in 
a country where all the happineſs he 
has formerly received muſt be obli- 
terated by preſent injuries ; have you 
no defire, my dear, to viſit. that 
which contains the moſt affectionate 


of friends? here you would be as. 


far removed from the calumny or 
perſecutions of Van Budel, and your 
Gertrude be ſometimes permitted the 


ſatis faction of enlivening your ſoli- 
Tue, 1975 e nan ond. 


The with of drawing you from 
F rance,- you fee is not altogether 
diſintereſted, and ſomething whif- 
pers me it is not one of thoſe fruitleſs 


ones we are ſometimes apt to form; 


for - 


- 


and Lun a\ Yd Na, fortn. 
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for ſo ſincere an attachment as that 
of Monſieur D „I think, will 
never permit him to leave his newly 


acquired friend, if his perſuaſions are 


powerful enough to prevail on him 
to accompany him to England. 


I wonder you have not in all this 
time diſcovered his real name and 
title; not but he would be. equally 
eſtimable had he no claim to any 
other but that he at preſent aſſumes; 
but that little ſpark of curioſity in- 
herent in us all would, I think, long 
before this have induced me to have 
found ſome method of gratification; 
it is plain he is either a widower or 
has never been married, or certainly 


at his time af life he would have 


travelled en famille, leſt the grim ty- 
rant arreſting him in his tour ſhould 


deprive him of the ſatis faction of a 


B 4 laſt 
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laſt adieu. His ſervants too muſt be 
bleſt with an unuſual ſhare of retenue, 
for thoſe kind of people however 
contrary to the commands of their 
ſuperiors, are ſeldom ſo remarkable 
for taciturnity as not to diſcover a ſe- 
cret which muſt ſerve to enhance 
their own confequence; I ſhould 
therefore have. imagined of courſe 
that Dinah muſt have become the 
repoſitory of this; but if ſhe had, 
you would have been ſure to have 
become a partaker of it; till he 
thinks. proper to make better known 
to us his rank, all we can fay, my 
dear, is that whether lord, duke or 
earl, or even an humble baronet, 
he poſſeſſes a princely foul: and wag 
furely ſent by providence to avenge 
the injuſtice of fate in its cruel de- 
A of your inheritance. 
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I would endeavour to entertain 
you with a multiplicity of modern 
bagattelles, but as you are not perſon- 
ally acquainted with the characters, 
J ſhould fail of the intention, unleſs 
my intelligence contained ſome- 
thing more intereſting than; common 
chit- chat. 


I would talk of myſelf, but felf 
is a ſtill more inſignificant topic ſur- 
rounded by a multitude of lovers, but 
not one defirable captive. Soy 


My parents — me Fre to make 
an election, and ſuppoſing that ſome 
ominous wrinkles mduce them to 


be ſo impatient, I as often fly 
to my glaſs, and conſulting the 
faithful monitor, have the fatisfac- 
tion to d-ſcry no traces of thoſe 
ſpiteful crows feet that are ſaid 0 
| B 5 be 
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be the harbingers of declining youth; 
my own ſcrutinizing glances cannot 
diſcover but that the ſame bloom, the 
ſame undiminiſhed vivacity ſtill ani- 
mates the portrait, and returning 
from the intereſting ſcrutiny, I tell 
them with my accuſtomed gravity, 
that ſtill ſome years hence will be 
time enough to make the grand deci- 
ſion. 


15 perſediy happy in my preſent 
ſtate, it would be an abſurdity to 
think of changing it, without (at 
leaſt) an equal proſpe@ of felicity ; 
there can be nothing, I am ſure, fo 
deſirable in a married life, or ſo diſ- 

. guſting in a ſingle one, that women 
need hurry themſelves into wedlock 
without ſome more intereſting mo- 
tive than that of being a wife; was 
chance to throw i in my path an ob- 
5 
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ject more calculated to awaken my 
dormant affections than any I have 
yet ſeen, I ſhould perhaps be as rea- 
dy to reſign my highly prized free- 
dom as I now am to protract the en- 
joyment of it; but there is ſuch a 
ſimilarity of manners and ideas in 
our modern wou'd be lovers, that 1 
find myſelf ever more inclined to 
yawn than liſten to their tender 
nonſenſe. Nature has done much 
for many who honour me with 
their attention, but an affectation of 
foibles, not to give them a ſeverer 
name, that would be odious were 
they even inherent, renders their 
converſation entirely inſupportable. 
Surely of all ſpecies of folly, that of 
aſſuming the appearance of vice is 
the moſt unpardonable; thoſe who 
are naturally vicious, we may pity, 
but aſſumed libertiniſm every virtu- 
3662 - B 6 ous 
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ous female muſt deſpiſe; and there 
are men who actually take as much 
pains to difplay affected deformities 
of mind, as others do to conceal 
real ones. | 


| "Path, whatever rank they hold in 
life, when once acquainted with 
their character, I make it a part of 
my creed to ſhun, for what greater 
inſult can be offered to our under- 
ſtanding, than to ſuppoſe that an 
oath gracefully uttered, the relation 
of amours which never exiſted, and 
an open contempt of every moral 
and religous duty, are accompliſh- | 
ments which can raiſe them in our 
pood opinion ? yet theſe are often a 
tover's principal recommendation, 
even in the eyes of women who 


pique themſelves on their good 
ſenſe; ſor ſo . is fathion, 


that 
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that in the eyes of moſt people it 1s 
a ſanction for every abſurdity. 


But enough of theſe obſervations; 
poſſeſſed of juſter ideas of worth, I 
truſt my Clara, that you and I ſhall 
never chuſe either a friend or a lover 
but among the unfaſhionably good. 


My next, I ſuppoſe, muſt be ad- 
drefled to your new retreat, which, + 
when fixed on you will not forget 
to mention, otherwiſe it may retard, 
if not prevent your receipt of my 
letters. Adieu, my deareſt girk! 
preſent my beſt withes to your wor- 
thy parent, and congratulate him 
for me on his happy recovery; as 
to your venerable friend, aſſure him 
he has the warmeſt admirer in 
Your affectionate 


GERTRUDE, 


W ** 
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MISS VILLEROY TO LADY GERTRUDE SPENCER» 
Paris. 


INSTEAD of addreſſing you from 
the boſom of calm retirement, 
behold me once more, my deareſt 
Gertrude, an inhabitant of the buſy 
world; and what will ſtill more 
aſtoniſh you, it is the laſt time you 
will perhaps ever hear from me in 
the character of Clara Villeroy 4c? 


« Js it poſſible !” methink#yo 
cry, Why, my dear, I never 
« knew you had an accepted lover.“ 


The 
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The remark is a very juſt one, 
my friend, yet I can affure you with 
infinite ſincerity, that I feel not the 
leaſt reluctance to unite my fate with 
one who has never raiſed in my heart 
a ſentiment more lively than eſteem. 
Had I even an averſion to the ſur- 
render of my freedom, the pleaſure 
with which the propoſed alliance in- 
ſpires my father and Monſieur D—, 
would overcome every objection, as 
the reflection of having promoted 
their happineſs, muſt ever enfure _ 
my. own. But on the contrary, the 

ſatisfactions I propoſe to myſelf in this 

union are innumerable, and what 


contributes conſiderably to enhance 


them is, that I ſhall immediately 
afti my marriage breathe the ſame 
air with my deareſt Gertrude, 


>>| 
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Would you believe that it is to 


the aſſiduity of Van Budel I owe 
this ſudden change of fate? yes; it 
is he, who while meditating on the 
means to feduce me to the loweſt 
ſeat of diſhonour, has been the in- 
ſtrument of my exaltation, and pre- 
pared for himfelf a mortification he 
never Fotos to have encountered. 


Then it is a „ of 1 
infers my friend, and my Clara 


will be unhappy! 


I hope not, my dear, fince it is 
alſo a match of reaſon, however un- 
| reaſonable | it may appear in the eyes 
of the world. 


Bar un Tinee erpel m, to ere 
with the patience of her, who by 
this time, I make no doubt, is half 
wild with anxiety to know. the 

- name 


wy oo. gy) bo ww » ©” AA «2A A oo 


THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE. 17 


name and quality of the object who 
has cauſed this ſudden revolution ? 
by what means we were introduced 
to each other? What perſonal ac- 
compliſhments my intended poſ- 
ſeſſes? and a ' multitude of other 
queries highly intereſting to her 
friendly heart. 


* i ER. FT A An 


The two firſt, my dear, are an- 
ſwered in telling you tis the Duke 
of. A—— who ſolicits, and has 
obtained the promiſe of my hand, 
As to. the perſonal attractions of his 
Grace, they have,.I am convinced, 
been many from the amiable appear- 
ance he ſtill preſerves, though eighty 
revolving ſuns have rolled their courſe 
fince the day which gave him birth 
and for mental ones, I believe few 
in the bloom of youth 8 a more 


n 3 | 
I 
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As the remaining queſtion requires 


| leſs brevity, you muſt excuſe me, 


my. friend, if I treſpaſs a httle longer 
on your patience, by previouſly re- 
lating an event that preceeded my 
intended enlevement, after which, 
there will, I believe, be little ne- 
ceſſity for a further explanation. 


From the idea of my not being 
any longer ſafe in the habitation we 
then occupied, Monſieur D-—— was 
indefatigable in his reſearches for 
another that might be equally agree- 
able, and till he had ſettled us to his 
withes, determined not to return to 
England, though ſome letters from 


his ſteward acquainted him his pre- 


ſence was immediately neceſſary 
from the depredations of a litigious 
neighbour, who, under pretence of 


. equity, had availed himſelf of his 


abſence 


SS af _—_ ar Tau .< 1 6 as. tat 
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abſence to enlarge his own pleaſure 
grounds by breaking into a lawn 
which fronted his houſe, and to the 
great hinderance of its former ex- 
tenſive proſpects, had actually be- 
gan to erect a large Chineſe build- 
ing in the very centre of the place. 


He received this intelligence with 


that ſerenity which markes all his 
conduct, and told us the enſuing 
day that he muſt redouble his dili- 
gence in finding us a retreat, at the 
ſame time relating the buſineſs which 
required his attendance at home; but 
J ſhall not leave you, my dear 
friends, (added this good old man) 
till T have had the pleafure of plac- 
ing you in a ſituation more eligible 
than your preſent one, *twill be 


time enough ſome weeks hence to 


Saw Vo w# bv ov 9 Ki ® 4% begin 
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begin a law ſuit that my heirs _ 
finiſh, _ 7 = | 


A few 8 afterwards he called 
upon us with a countenance, ex- 
preſſive of the greateſt fatis faction, 
and ſaid, he had met with a little 
box ready furniſhed as convenient 
for our purpoſe as if erected by our 
particular directions, and finding it 
was either to be ſold or let, had 


made a purchaſe of it, and ſhould 


henceforth look upon us as his ten- 
ants. | ü | ©; 

Such generous attention to our 
happineſs, left neither of us words 
to expreſs- our gratitude, filence and 
tears were the only reply' we could 
make, nor did we recover from the 
ſweet luxury of our inexpreſſible 
ſenſations till we were far on our 

journey 
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journey to the delightful ſpot ; for 
anxious to ſhew us it, he had brought 
his carriage purpoſely to conduct us 
_ een v. 


1 Jullge, my dear Gertrude, dow 
painful muſt be the idea of lofing a 
friend whoſe amiable diſpoſition had 
endeared him as much to our hearts, 
as the beriefits he had conferred on 
us; I will eonfeſs it rendered me al - 
moſt unſuſceptible of that ſatisfac- 
tion I ſhould otherwiſe have taſted, 
in ſurveying the elegant little dwell- 
ing that was henceforth to be dur 
reſidence. 22 „ bY) on 


Though | * mga ne 
bought it ready furniſhed, from ſe- 
veral eircumſtances I was convinced 
it muſt have been empty, though 
the time had hardly admitted of fur- 

| | piture 


— et * 
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niture being brought in, but as mo- 
ney is known to poſſeſs the powers 
of enchantment, it is not to be won- 
dered that every thing was as com- 
pletely arranged as if it had juſt been 
tenanted; what particularly ſtruck 
me with this conjecture, was the 
ſurprizing conformity that every 
part of it bore to my taſte; (with 
which our generous benefactor was 
by this time very well acquainted) 
in a ſmall room adjoining the bed- | 
chamber evidently deſigned for your 
Clara, was a handſome bookcaſe fill- 
edwith moſt of my favourite authors; 
a piano-forte, and a complete ſet of 
inſtruments for drawing. Without 
any appearance of a ſuperfluous 
luxury, all that could contribute to 
render retirement pleaſing was there 
Iiberally diſpoſed ; convenience and 
elegance ſo judiciouſly interwoven, 
Ba . re 
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required little diſcernment to de- 
termine, that to the delicate atten- 
tion of the munificent purchaſer, 
we were more indebted than to 
chauce. % 3 

An elderly woman, who appear- 
ed almoſt as great a ſtranger to the 
place as ourſelves, ſhewed us the 
ſeveral apartments, and then con- 
ducting us into the garden, (not the 
leaſt inferior in neatneſs to the 


houſe) left us to prepare ſome cho- 


colate, and after a few turns in the 
ſweet Elyſium, which even the ads 
vanced ſeaſon. of the year had not de- 
prived of balf its beauties, we ad- 


Na to one of the parlours. 


7.66; Well, my dons. Ta K . 
our generous benefactor as ſoon as 
we were ſeated, . did I exaggerate 

| «in 
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« in my deſcription of this pretty 
% retreat? I flatter myſelf you will 
<« feel no regret in leaving imme- 
diately that, you now inhabit ; as 
« from the fortunate circumſtance 
« of its being furniſhed with every 
* neceffary, you will find little 
trouble in preparing for a remov- 
al: my coach will bring whatever 
you have occaſion for, which, as 
« there appears to be very few de- 
« ficiencies, I ſuppoſe will be only 
„ your wardrobe, books, and ſome 
* other favourite articles; and 
* what is left at the cottage my 
s ſervants ſhall fee diſpoſed of, and 
give us an account; I ſhall hope 
to have the happineſs of dining 
with you here the beginning of 

next week, and as ſoon as poſſible 
** afterwards muſt prepare for my 
departure, Whether I ſhall ever 
* 3 | more 


4 


* 
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e more be permitted the ſatis faction 
« of embracing you, Heaven only 
« can tell, but though we neyer 
« meet again in this world, we 
& ſhall in a better; and to the pro- 
„ tection of that good Providence 
«© who beſtowed on me the happi- 


— 


& inſtrument of yours, ſhall J ever 
4 recommend you in my orifons, | 


This paper, my dear Sir,” pre- 
ſenting one to my father, . will ſe- 


« at my deceaſe, that you will be 
«© exempt from, during my life; and 
here is another, by which I have 
„taken the liberty of appointing 
«© you my ſteward to this little eſtate, 
* the ſalary annexed is inconſider- 
able, but from the oeconomy of 
your plan, will, I believe, be 
VOL, 11. CHEM equal 


* 


% neſs of being in ſome degree the 


cure you from any inconveniences . 
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equal to your expences. The pa- 
per I gave you firſt, 1s merely to 
ſecure to yourſelf and - amiable 


child, the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of 


this habitation during the term of 


your natural lives; and in the lat- 
ter you will find ſome particular 
directions relative to the office I 
have inveſted you with ; as mat- 
ters of buſineſs, you will oblige 
me to defer the inſpection of them 
till ſome future day; the few in- 
tervening ones between the pre- 
ſent and that, which 1s perhaps, 
to ſeparate us for ever, let us give 
to friendſhip,” 


While I was ſobbing my acknow- 
ledgments in ſpeechleſs gratitude on 
one hand of this moſt diſintereſted 


of 


friends, my father, preſſing the 


other with ſenſations as unutterable, 


the 
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the entrance of the ſervant with 
chocolate obliged both to reſume our 
ſeats, and to divert our attention 
from the intereſting ſubject. Mon- 
ſieur D. aſked if it would be 
agreeable- to me to retain her in our 
ſervice, as Dinah would be a ſtranger - 
in the village, and beſides, the zeal 
ſhe had diſcovered in our intereſt, 
gave her a claim to ſome higher diſ- 
tinction than that of a common: do- 
meſtic. If you think proper, my 
« dear young friend,” ſaid this con- 
ſiderate man, whoſe humanity ex- 
tends itſelf to every rank of people, 
„Wwe will engage this good woman 
«© to perform the menial offices of 
„the family, and give to your faith- 
“ ful Dinah that of inſpecting her 
„ conduct in the performance of 
„them, which, with other little 
* employments about yourſelf, will 
| QC. >: e ah 


o 
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, <« ſufficiently fill her hours without 
<<. thoſe more laborious occupations 
4 the now ſo cheerfully performs. 
Here is a lad too in the - houſe 


* 


who will take care of the garden 
e and out-door buſineſs. I have 
hired ham without conſulting you, 
« but I beg that may be no in- 
% ducement to you to keep him 
ſhould his abilities not anſwer, as 
« you may always find plenty that 
will be happy to ſucceed him.“ 


* 


— 


What minute attention to our hap- 


pineſs, my Gertrude ! I would have 


declined theſe additions to our fami- 


ly, but conſcious that it would 


wound the generous heart which 
conſulted our ſafety as much as eaſe, 


I preſumed not to oppoſe any arrange- 


ment he was pleaſed to make, and 
22. , r EF the 


- & 
* 
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the young man was immediately in- 
troduced. 


Having informed them when they 
might expect us, we returned home, 
and paſſed a moſt agreeable day, our 
benefactor ſtaying with us *tall very 
late 1 in the ane 


The two ſucceeding ones were 
employed in preparations for our 
removal, and on the third, we en- 
tirely bid adieu to a place that will 
ever be pleaſing to my remembrance 
from being the firſt bleſt with the 


patronage of our generous friend. 


Had you ſeen the exulting triumph 
that ſat on the countenance of Dinah 
when ſhe beheld Monſieur D 
ſalute us as owners of the elegant 
manſion, and appoint her as ſuper- | 
C3 in- 
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intendant over our little hovfhold ; 
I am ſure, my dear, you muſt have 
participated in the worthy creature's 
fatisfation, 


« Ah! Miſs,” cried ſhe, her 
heart too replete with gratitude to 
{tifle its effuſions, even in his pre- 
ſence, “ did I not tell you at firſt 
„ he was an angel ſent to make us 
« happy! what a misfortune that 
«© we muſt fo ſoon loſe him ;” and 
ſhe burſt into an involuntary flood 
of teas. 


The ſimple fincerity with which 
this eulogium was uttered, affected 
every one of us beyond all the pathos 
of eloquent expreſſion, but propri- 
ety not ſuffering an indulgence of 
the ſympathetic tear, we endeavour- 
ed to aſſume a compoſure, which the 
idea 


7 
8 
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idea of an approaching ſeparation 
permitted none of us to feel in re- 
ality. 


We had been ſcarcely a week ſet- 
tled in our new habitation, not a 
day of which had elapſed without a 
viſit from our venerable friend, 
when, on the eve of his propoſed 
departure, as we were fitting at, din- 
ner, the poſtman, ts our general 
aſtoniſhment, brought a letter ad- 
dreſſed to Mrs. Villeroy. 


Convinced it could not be from 
my Gertrude, and wondering from 
whence it could come, with emoti- 
ons not to be deſcribed, I haſtily 
broke the ſeal, judge my indignati- 
on to read the following lines in the 


charaQters of my vileſt foe. 
C4 MADAM, 
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2 


MADAM, 


(For I will not preſume to inſult 
you withthe epithet of Miſs, after 
fuch an open abjuration of a ſpin- 
ſter's prerogative). As I cannot but 
ſuppoſe that my propoſals were re- 
fuſed from your old dotard's having 
bid a higher premium than was con- 
ſiſtent with the notions of one who 
is too good an oeconomiſt to make a 
miſtreſs as expenſive as a wife, I f 
now, contrary to my intended plan, 
am induced to be rather more pro- 
fuſe, from the certainty that I ſhall 
never be able to make myſelf happy 
without you. 


—— — — — — 
. 
* 


— — 


As intereſt muſt be your ſole in- 
ducement to accept of the protection 


| >) of, an old debauchee, who has al- 
| cxeady! one, fogt.. in the grave, L am 
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"perſuaded you would in your heart, 
have little reluctance to a more 
'youthful lover, could you enjoy his 
. ſociety without creating a jealouſy 
in the breaſt of your keeper. The 
main chance to be ſure ſhould be our 
firſt attention; fo I dont blame you 
for acting with caution; but I have 
a plan to propoſe to you now, which, 
I think, you cannot in. prudence 
raiſe an objection. to. As your, father 
has, I find,; been;the principaliagent 
in +YOuLy preſent amour, he will, I 
dare; Jaygn e noi ſcruple of aſſiſt- 
ing + yougall op in fthis; I will take 
ſome houſe, in, your meighbourhood, g 
and viſit you occaſionally in the ab- 
ſence of old ſquare toes, and in con- 
ſideration for your conde ſcenſion, 
will ſettle on you two hundred a 
year during your life, which, with 
what you enjoy through him, will 
E admit 
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admit of all the indulgences you can 
deſire. Excuſe my bluntneſs, I am 
no deceptious ſwain in matters of 
this kind; all ſhould be open and 
above board; I have loved you long, 
and but for the loſs of your fortune, 
would have gladly married you, but 
in the eyes of the world it would 
then have been an imprudent match, 
as mine, through the fortunate de- 
ciſion of our counſel will now entitle 
me to an alliance with the firſt heireſs | 
in France. When I firſt found you 
was in keeping (for its the talk of all 
Paris) I thought it was more in com- 
pliance with the wiſhes of your fa- 
ther that you had taken ſuch an an- 
tiquated piece, than your own 1n- 
clination, which at once determin- 
ed me, in pure pity, to carry you 
off; but your deſire of returning with 


him, proved I was miſtaken, and 
that 
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that his gold was more perſuaſive 
than my youth. As your character 
is irretrievably gone, I think you 
will have more policy than to-refuſe 
this propoſal, as you may never meet 
with one more advantageous, for 
goods when blown upon ever loſe 
their value, it will therefore be 
wiſeſt to make your market while 
you can; give mea line when you 
will be diſengaged, and I'll bring 
my attorney with the deeds, for I 
am impatient to fign the bargain. 
Adieu dear cuz, | 


Yours moſt fervently, 


D. VAN BUDEL, 


C6 Heaven 
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Heaven only knows how I had the 
reſolution to go through the execra- 
ble ſcrawl; during the peruſal of 
it, I ſeveral times felt a change of 
countenance, . but when I had done, 
my emotions. no longer ſuppreſſible, 
cauſed me to burſt into an agony of 
grief, and throwing the calumniat- 
ing paper on the table, I exclaimed 
amidit my ſobs, ** This is indeed too 
% much, the moſt ſlanderous accu- 
+ fation againſt myſelf I could have 
«© borne, but theſe reflections on a 
tender parent, and the moſt ge- 
% nerous, moſt diſintereſted of 
„ friends, is more than 1 can 
6 ſupport ; when will fate be tired 
of its cruel perſecutions ? - 


Think of her ſituation, my Ger- 


trude, and feel for your poor Clara, 


when after ſoothing her ſorrows, 
| and 


« ( 
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and endeavouring to calm her tranſ- 
ports, theſe worthy men, anxious 
to know what gave riſe to them, 
jointly applied to the letter before 
them for an explanation; ; as Mon- 
ſicur D = yet reclining on the 
| ſhopldergotzmy: father, who had firſt 
taken it up. I had not the courage to 
turn my eyes towards either; but 
when both roſe at once from their 
ſeats, in an agitation not to be de- 
ſcribed, I inſtinctively did the ſame, 
and embracing the knees of each in 
a ſtate of mind little different from a 
frenzy, accuſed myſelf as the 
wretched means of making them 
unhappy. ned 


z 


6 Ceaſe theſe FA my 
% amiable girl, faid our reſpect- 
able friend, in ſome degree recover- 
ing his wonted ſerenity, “It is I 

| | « who 


| 
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n proceed, he threw himſelf into a 


who have been the unfortunate 
ſource of theſe unjuſt aſperſions, 
in not being content with the 
happineſs of ſerving you without 
indulging myſelf in the ſatisfac- 
tion of your ſociety; my age, I 
vainly flattered myſelf, was a fe- 


curity againſt any malicious con- 


ſtructions being put upon my viſits, 
but the writer of that abominable 


"letter judges of all hearts by his 
own; I forgive him his ſarcaſms 


on myſelf, but thoſe inſinuations 
he ſo unjuſtly throws againſt my 


worthy friend and his virtuous 


child, is an inſult this old arm 
ſhould ſoon avenge, was my cor- 
poreal powers equal to my reſent- 
ment. Ungenerous villain, to de- 
preciate the innocence he could 
not undermine ?”” and unable to 


chair 
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chair oppoſite my father, who was 
too much over-powered by his con- 
tending ſenſations to give them pro- 
per utterance. 


After having ſat ſome time in the 
attitude of profound reflection, dur- 
ing which neither of us ſpoke, of a 
ſudden he aroſe, his venerable fea- 
tures illumined with an heavenly 
ſmile, and advancing towards me 
with an air of fatisfa&tion. + My 
„ deareſt Clara, ſaid he, „I have 
juſt thought of a plan to humble 
“ this baſe calumniator, and ſet _ 
« you as much above his malice, as 
« your virtues have rendered you 
« ſuperior to his arts. Facts muſt 
©. ever overcome inſinuations, even 
nin the eyes of the moſt preju- 
« diced; ſhould my propoſal meet 
the approbation of Mr. Villeroy 

„ and 
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4 and yourſelf, I ſhall think myſelf . 
L «3 peculiarly fortunate that this vile 
P «i epiſtle arrived before my depar- 
ture; but before I explain myſelf, 
tell me, my dear girl, with that 
ingenuous candour which ſo con- 
«© ſpicuouſly marks your character; 
has your heart ever yet experienc- 
ed a warmer attachment than 
«6 friendſhip for any of our ſex ? 
« aſſure yourſelf I take the liberty 
of aſking you this queſtion from 
© motives of the moſt. ſincere 
66 eſteem.” 


| | cc py I doubt it, Sir,“ replied 
| | L my face ſuffuſed with the deepeſt 
dluſh at this unexpected interroga- 
tion, ©* when every part of your be- 
„ haviour to us ſo plainly ſpeaks 
« your goodneſs; 1 ſhould be the 
3 „ moſt ungrateful being exiſting, 
| „ had 
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had I a wiſh which I could not 


unreluctantly impart to you; you 


will therefore, I hope, believe 
me, when I affirm, that love is a 
a ſubje& on' which I have. never 
yet employed a thought ; duty 
and friendſhip have hitherto ſole- 

ly engroſſed my heart, nor does it 
harbour a wiſh to admit a more 
tumultuous gueſt.“ 


« Sufficient, my dear, I doubt 
not your ſincerity on this ſubject, 


and on every other, hope you will 


be as ingenuous, ſince your hap- 
pineſs 1s my principal object in 
that which I am going to intro- 
duce. ba 


« I ſhall, perhaps, appear ridicu- 
“ lous in your eye when J ſolicit you 
| * to accept the hand of one, Who, 


6 according 
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according to Van Budel's phraſe, 


has already one foot in the grave; 
but the name of huſband only, I 
truſt, will not render obnoxious 
him who was dear to you as a 

friend. The injury my well 
meant kindneſs has done your 
character is irreparable by any 
other means, and abſurd as ſuch 
an engagement at my advanced 
ſtate of life may appear in the 
eyes of a criticizing world, its 
opinion 1s to me a matter of in- 
difference, while I preſerve the 
eſteem of thoſe whofe happineſs 
is a confideration far more worthy 
my attention. In propoſing this 
unequal alliance, believe me, my 


dear girl, it is your felicity and 


that of your ineſtimable father, I 
conſult beyond any other motive; 
perſonal gratification forms no 

| part 
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part of my wiſhes. The only re- 
turns J covet for a friendſhip as 
pure as it is ardent, is, that you 
will condeſcend merely to bear my 
name, and ſhare with me thofe 

honours you are ſo peculiarly 
formed to adorn ; be to me as a 
daughter, and aſſure yourſelf as 
ſuch only ſhall I regard you, for 
already do I feel for you a parental 
tenderneſs, Had there been a man 
for whom your heart had felt a 
preference, to have united you to 
him would have been the firſt 
pleaſure of mine ; but as there is 
not, I can think of no plan ſo 
likely to facilitate your happineſs 
and diſappoint the malice of your 
enemy, (who ſeems to receive as. 
great ſatisfaction in humbling. 


you as in any other conſideration) 


as to place you in a ſphere as 
| „ much 
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much above his plebian ſtate, as 
his groveling ſoul now believes the 
goods of fortune ſet him above 


you. Was Ia few years younger, 


I would not preſume to propoſe 
ſuch a prepoſterous union to one, 


who deſerves a better fate than to 
«Cc 


ſacrifice her youth and bloom at 
the ſhrine of intereſt ; but my 
abode on this terreſtrial ſtage will 


probably be ſhort, and the plea- 


ſure you now diſcover in my ſo- 
ciety, convinces me you will-not 
murmur at the decrees of Pro- 


vidence, ſhould it happen to be pro- 
longed rather beyond the uſual 
ſpace. In accepting this. wither- 


ed hand you will only for a trifling 


period deprive yourſelf of the 


.CC 


power of making a more eligible 
choice, which, in the preſent ſtate 


„ of your heart, I judge will be no 
| great 


THE TLA TONIC MARRIAGE. 45 


« great puniſhment, and to com- 
& penſate for the temporary ſacri- 
„ fice, you will enjoy every other 
« fſatis faction which the world can 
Md ER 


« Wealth, honours, and diſtin- 
„ guiſhed rank, I am perſuaded, 
« have too few allurements to a 
«© mind whoſe felicity is centred in 
«© more pure enjoyments ; yet as the 
former extends our power of do- 
„ing good, even the moſt diſinter- 
* efted muft acknowledge it a bleſ- 
5 ſing, and the latter, when digni- 
&«& fied by virtues _ ſuch as yours, 
« muſt appear with more than com- 
% mon luſtre.” 


i 0 
our natural parent will not be 

«© more a father, than him whom the 

% marriage ceremony will make 
. | | 66 your _ aq 
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your huſband, and mutually par- 
ticipating your filial tenderneſs, 
continual ſunſhine will illumine 
our declining days. There 1s 
none who can be injured by our 
alliance, my grandſon who will 
inherit an extenſive part of my 
fortune in right of his deceaſed 
mother, can have no cauſe to 
complain; and I am convinced 
poſſeſſes more generous ſentiments 
than to murmur at the exaltation 
of a woman, whoſe affinity muſt 
be an honour to all who have the 
happineſs of being acquainted 
with her merit. Tell me,- my 
deareſt Clara, does this propoſal 
wound your heart! 'tis the only 
reſtitution I can offer for the in- 


* jury you have ſuſtained through 
* my acquaintance; a poor one, 
« PII LIE; * it not pre- 


&« ſent 


C6 


£ ( 


felicity more perfect. 
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« ſent to you brighter . in 
0 perſpective. 


He ceaſed, RP overcome with 
the generoſity of this unexpected 
offer, I had only power to extend a- 
hand towards my aſtoniſhed parent, 
and telling him it was his, begged 
him to be the arbiter of my fate; 
adding, that if agreeable to his idea 
of rectitude, I ſhould with pleaſure 
yield it to the wiſhes of the moſt 


diſintereſted of men, and even ac- 


count thoſe the happieſt moments of 
my life, in which I was bleſt with the 
protection of ſuch a friend and ſuch 
a father; nor, while happy in their 
continual ſociety, poſſeſſing their 
undiminiſhed affection and eſteem, 


did I believe the world could afford 


What 
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What ſatisfatory ſenſations, my 
Gertrude, at that inſtant filled my 
mind! what charming proſpe&s 
opened to my view, while claſped in 
their paternal embraces! I do not 
believe that any one who had juſt 
ſigned the happineſs of the moſt ar- 
dent lover could have experienced 


ſuch refined delight. 


 Undazzled with the idea of future 
honours, I beheld only a beloved 


parent made permanently happy, 


the friend whoſe ſociety we were 
about to loſe ſecured to us till death 
ſhould wreſt from us the bleſſing, 
and as a further completion to my 
felicity, the perſecutions of my vile 
calumniator entirely at an end; I 
ſhould alſo quit a country, which, 
ſince the deprivation of our fortune, 


I muſt confeſs, I beheld with- no 
3 Tn Pars 
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partiality, I ſhall again embrace 
my Gertrude, and be reſtored to the 
ſuperlative ſatisfaction of an unre- 
ſtrained indulgence of my benevo- 
lent propenſities; what reflexions 
more animating to a mind alive to 
all the tender feelings? Is it poſſible. 
the tranſports of love will bear ai 
competition? I think not, but it's a 
ſubjection which Jam incapacitated 
to diſpute, from never having felt 
them. 4 


I know not your ſentiments on' 
my conduct in this affair, but from 
my general ideas of your diſpoſition, 
am half perſuaded, my dear, that 
you will not condemn it, nay, even 
am fo vain as to believe, under ſuch 
circumſtances you would have adopt- 
ed a ſimilar one. 
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The world, from not being ac- 
quainted with our platonic ſyſtem, 
will doubtleſs put various conſtruc- 
tions on what they deem ſo pre- 
poſterous a match, paſſions which 
diſgrace old age will be attributed to 
a heart that is devoid of every ſen- 
ſual thought; and to that which 
never experienced a ſigh for Gran- 
deur, will be imputed the moſt inter- 
eſted views; but no matter, con- 
ſcious rectitude will ſupport me 
under every unmerited ſarcaſm; bet- 
ter they ſhould ſuppoſe it a mercena- 
ry marriage, than an union of diſ- 
honour; my future conduct will, I 
truſt, in ſome degree, wear off the 
former perjudices, but the latter 
could never be eradicated, was I to 
remain in a fingle ſtate, 
As ſoon as we had recovered from 
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that perturbation with which the 
rapid ſucceſſion of the various emo- 
tions of indignation, ſurpriſe, and 
joy, had by turns affected us, our 
benefactor begged he might have the 
ſatisfa&tion of being my amanuenſis, 
and immediately ſat down to the 
writing table to anſwer Van Budel's 
humiliating epiſtle, and it was only 
when the encloſed was preſented to 
my peruſal that I diſcovered the ele- 
vated: rank to which my ſtars had 
deſtined me. | $4 


As it was the determination of his 
grace that our nuptials ſhould” be 
celebrated as publicly as poſſible in 
order to mortify thoſe who: had dar- 
ed to inſinuate that our - connexion 
was a diſhonourable one, an elegant 
houſe was taken for us in one of the 
moſt capital ſtreets in Paris, to 
1 D 2 which 
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which we immediately removed, 
and from the boſom of rural quiet 
we emerged at once into the the- 
atre of gaiety; for throwing aſide 
the character of a private gentleman, 
our generous friend openly reſumed 
his title, and though at heart an ene- 
my to every ſpecies of oſtentation, 
has attended me to moſt places of 
public reſort, that are frequented 
by Le Grand Monde, with an eclat 
which ſeems to ſay to every beholder, 
Thus ſhall it be done unto her 
«© whom my ſoul delighteth to ho- 


4% our.“ 


In a few days we are to receive 
the nuptial benediction, then fol- 
lows our preſentation, and in a few 
weeks afterwards we wing our way 
to England; where, after a ſhort 
round of ceremonious viſits, I hope 

| | to 
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to enjoy once more the ſerene ſatiſ- 
faction of Elegant retirement,“ 
andi rhe uninterupted ſociety of the 
friends moſt dear to me. My faith- 
ful Dinah, intoxicated with an ex- 
ultation ſhe may juſtly attribute to 
her honeſt zeal in our ſervice, dreams 
of nothing but the honour and ſplen- 
dour which awaits me; and more 
than once has in my moſt ſerious 
moments excited an involuntary fit 
of riſibility by anticipating my future 
dignity, and rehearſing to herſelf 
the prepoſterous epithet of your grace, 
which ſhe declares is the moſt charm- 
ing title of all the order of nobility. 
Adieu, my beloved friend, believe 
that among my moſt refined ſatiſ- 
factions, will be that of perſonally 
aſſuring you of the undiminiſhed 
friendſhip of | 
Your affectionate, 
D $- = + Su 
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Your next you will pleaſe to ad- 
dreſs Au Rue De C—-; but in the 
name of that tender amity, which 
will, I truſt, ever ſubſiſt between 
us, let not the interior-part of your 
letter correſpond with the neceſſary 
formalities of the cover, let me be 
your Clara ſtill, though Villeroy may 
then be a name to which I have no 
longer any pretenſions. 


| 1 
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LETTER III. 


TO MR. VAN BUDELy 
INCLOSED IN THE FOREGOING. 


EFORE the writer of the ex- 
ecrable letter incloſed in this, 
preſumes again to devote his talents 
to ſuch unworthy: purpoſes, I hope 
if he forgets what is due to humani- 
ty, and that delicacy with which 
every man of honour will treat the 
tender ſex, (even though they may 
happen to have ſtrayed from the 
paths of rectitude) he will not for- 
get that reſpect which 1 is due to his 
ſuperiors. 


The conduct of the amiable young 
lady you ſo vilely calu mniate, is too 
D 4 irre- 


. — 
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irreproachable to ſuffer from any 
thing ſuch ſlanderous lips can utter 
to her diſadvantage ; her virtue and 
merit 1s too well eſtabliſhed in the 
eyes of the world, to be blaſted by 
the breath of a reptile like thyſelf. 
Had you made them the ſubject of 
your contemplations inſtead of thoſe 
perſonal attractions which have raifſ- 
ed in your groveling heart theſe li- 
bidinous deſires, you could never 
have dared to inſult her innocence. 
with your deteſted paſſion. 


Know, monſter, that Miſs Ville- 
roy will ſhortly be united to me by 
thoſe indiſſoluble bonds which are 
authoriſed by Heaven, and if ever 
you have again the preſumption to 
mention her name, on your peril let 
it be with that reſpe& which is due 


to the Ducheſs of A——, or that 
X . vengeance 
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vengeance which the feeble arm of _ 
an old dotard may not be able to 
effect, ſhall be fully exerciſed upon 
you by the laws of your country. 


4—. 


LY 
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LADY GERTRUDE SPENCER TO THE DUCHESS . 
21] or A 


OY! joy! to my deareſt friend ; 

may your union with this moſt 
generous of men be productive of 
all that felicity your virtuous heart 
anticipates ; I deſpiſe thofe merce- 
- nary beings who will proſtitute their 
youth and beauty at the ſhrine of 
intereſt, and for the fole view of ac- 
quiring wealth and a ſplendid title, 
embrace deformity and old age; 
but a conduct ſuch as yours, even 
angels muſt. approve; the native 


delicacy of your mind, I am con- 


vanced, 
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vinced, would have prevented your 
acceptance of thoſe honours you are 
formed to dignify, had they not 
been offered from the pureſt motives, 
nor would the moſt reaſonable of 
men, the moſt indulgent of parents, 
have ſacrificed the happineſs of bis 
beloved child, to have procured him- 
ſelf a ſceptre. How rejoiced was I 
to find that your worthy Monfieur 
D— was in reality our neighbour 
the Duke of A—, a nobleman as 
much diſtinguiſhed for the amiabili- 
ty of his heart, as his ſuperior rank 
in life; but ought I not to have 
known him by thoſe very traits of 
goodneſs. which characterize ſo few ? 
Indeed I ſhould, had I not lately 
heard that his grace, inſtead of going 
to the South of France, as was pre- 
{cribed by his phyſicians, had retired 
to one of! his moſt diſtant ſeats on the 
| D 6 Coaſt 
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Coaſt of Cornwall for the benefit. of 

the ſea breezes, which are adjudged 
to be very falatary in the complaint 
he la boured under. 


I am but an awkward panegyriſt, 
or I could fill a ream in relating to 
my Clara the innumerable virtues of 
one who had lived but to bleſs man- 
kind, and who from the earlieſt 
years of childhood has made the 
practice of benevolence This 3 


en Aen. 


Ves, my dear; could the prayers 
of a grateful multitude avail, your 
lord would be immortal; but though 
his pious ſoul flies to rejoin its kin- 
red angels, the remembrance of his 
god- like diſpoſition will never die in 
the hearts of thouſands, to whom 


his beneficence has endeared him. 


Sincerely 


THE PLATONIC'MARRIAGE Gt 
. | 0 


' Sincerely do I congratulate you on 
an event that cannot fail producing 
permanent felicity, fince it has- vir- 
tue for its baſis. Whatever ſtric- 
tures the world may at firſt put up- 
on a marriage ſo diſproportionate, the 
prudent conduct of my charming 
friend, amidſt a ſcene of ſplendour 
that would intoxicate many a youth- 
ful mind, will, I am perſuaded, ſoon 
| diſſipate every ſpark of prejudice ; 
and among all the judicious actions 
of his life, none will reflect greater 
luſtre on the judgment of his grace, 
than that of uniting himſelf to a 
woman, in whom his virtues will 
exiſt when he ſhall be no more. | 


How, do J exult with my injured 
Clara in this triumph over a wretch 
who could as eafily prophane the 
name of the moſt noble paſſion, as. 

to 


— 
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to plume himſelf upon a ſuperiority 
of fortune acquired by fraud, even 
built upon the diſtreſſes of the object 
he profeſſes to love, inſtead of mak- 
ing thoſe ill-gained advantages his 
boaſt, . ought he not to have taken 
unto himſelf ſhame and confuſion of 
face; nor have dared to appear in her 
preſence but with a determination to 
have offered her all the reparation in 
his power for the injuſtice of his 
parents? Truly deſerving of pity. 
will be the unfortunate woman 
whoſe ill-omened ſtars ordain her to 
paſs her days with one whoſe: heart 
is tainted by ſuch illiberal ſentiments; 
for even the honourable attachment 
of a man devoid of delicacy and 
feeling, can never confer permanent 
happineſs on a reflecting mind. 


With 
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With what impatience ſhall 1 

await your arrival in a country 
which, I am ſure, my love, will 
be doubly endeared to you, from 
being the ſoil which gave birth to 
all your happineſs: *T'was here your 
worthy parent firſt drew breath ; 
here your venerable lord firſt thot 
forth the early bloſſoms of his now 
ripened virtues; and laſt of all, here 
ſtole into exiſtence your highly fa- 
voured Gertrude, who wiſhes: not 
for a more . honourable diſtinction 
than that of being 1 to 
8 the ep py trio. 


N What can more wikis recom» 
mend it to your heart? What more 
entitle it to your preference over 
every, other? Yes, it has another 
allurement, -which cannot fail being 
attractive to a mind like yours: it is 
5 — -  * 
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the regency of a ſovereign, whoſe 
public and domeſtic virtues, like 
the tranſparent ether of an uncloud- 
ed ſky, reflects luſtre on all beneath 
her, and renders it a greater honour 
to be ranked among the meaneſt of 
her ſubjects, than to guide the helm 


of ſtate in a diſtant province; though 


there are none ſo diſtant, but in 


wich (as the heavenly luminary 


that ſo reſplendently illumines the 
whole face of the creation) they diſ- 
play themſelves to the admiration of 
a ONS Ch world. 


4 


Faites mes baiſemains a les deux 


meilleurs hommes ds monde, tell your 


faithful Dinah ſhe ſhares. a warm 
place in my eſteem ; and in the next 
addition of Madame Genlis Vielles 
de Chateau, if T have any credit with 
the publiſher, her zealous attach- 

5] ment - 
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ment to her miſtreſs ſhall be as con- 
ſpicuouſly ſet forth in the annals of 
fidelity, as that of the honeſt Bon- 
ſier and Marianne. Remember, my 
dear, I ſhall expect the earlieſt no- 
tice of your arrival, that devoid of 
all ceremony, I may enjoy the ſa- 
tisfaction of a firſt perſonal con- 
gratulation ; *till when, ſhall bid 
adieu to the friend whoſe felicity is 
moſt ſincerely participated by 


Her affectionate, 


GERTRUDE, 


LET- 
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LETTER V. 


LORD EDWARD 'CARTERET TO $IR FREDERICK 
DENBEIGH., 


Southampton. 


War in the name of patience, 

Denbeigh, has of late ſo fully 
engroſſed your hours that not a ſingle 
one could be ſpared to an abſent 
friend: here have I been this fix 
weeks and not a line of enquiry, or 
even a-condolence, though you knew 
it was with infinite reluctance I ac- 
companied my father hither, (con- 
{cious that ſea-bathing was not all 
he had i in view) but had it been his 
Lordſhip's 


X hy out 
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Lordſhip's intention to drown, in- 
ſtead of marrying me, it appears by 
your negligence, it would have been 
tout une to Frederick. | 


The firſt night we made our ap- 
pearance in the rooms I was con- 
vinced an attack upon my heart had 
been projected previous to our arri- 
val, by the pains with which he 
endeavoured to draw my attention to 
a group of females who entered with 
Lord Melbourne, but ſhielded by 
the divine miniature which is at- 
tached to my exiſtence, I was pre- 
pared to act upon the defenſive, and 
in mere complaiſance {lightly ran my 
eyes over the brilliant party as they 
paſſed us without beſtowing on any 
of them a ſingle tribute of admira- 
tion. ; : 


What 
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„„What a graceful figure! did | 


% you ever Ned ſee a woman more 


10 conſpicuouſly lovely than the La- 


« dy who is now talking to his Lord - 
« ſhip ? I believe it is his neice, (en- 
« youring to attract my glances to 
the fplendid beauty) ſhe is, I am 
4 told, the richeſt heireſs in Eng- 


4 


* . 


Lady Lucy, very handſome ; but 
« Miſs Manners has farthe advantage 
4 of her in perſonal charms.” ? 


* 


« Do you think fo, my Lord? 


% upon my word, I have not con- 
« templated either of the Ladies fo 

attentively as to Gente between 
« them.” EW: 9: 


* 


In a few minutes Lord Melbourne 
' Joined us, and expreſſing himſelf 
much 


land; I thought my fair ward, 


(replied I with much indifference) 


„ — — &a, — „ a, wy 


Avi 
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much delighted at the unexpected 


rencontre, (though I believe, our 
being there at the ſame time was . 
a determined point before we. ſet 
out, or with no appearance of ill- 
health in either of our. parties, 
we ſhould not have found ourſelves. 
jumbled. together at 'a ſeaſon when 
moſt of the water- drinking gentry 
are engaged another way): and for 
the remainder of the evening I was 
preſſed into their corps, nor have 
ſince been able to obtain a diſmiſſion 
from my involuntary ſervices, as the 
old gentlemen are become inſepar- 
able, and of courſe the province of 
Chaperon becomes ſolely mine; for 
buſied in ſettling national affairs, 
they leave tlie care of the females to 
a head unburthened with * weigh- 
ty buſineſs. 


; What 
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What renders this unwiſhed for 
diſtinction leſs deſirable, is the ſur- 
feiting condeſcenſion (not to ſay 
forwardneſs) of this Miſs Manners, 
a name perfectly well adapted to her 
diſpoſition ; for I really believe ſhe is 
ſo truely an enemy to every ſpecies 
of incivility, that ſhe would ſooner 
be guilty of a breach of prudence, 
than a breach of politeſſe; yet if ap- 
pearances and les doux yeux may be 
credited, ſhe would ſacrifice even 
Manners to a certain ungrateful friend 
of yours, who has no inclination to 

avail himſelf of her ear 


My aol! father viewing her at- 
traction through the medium of 
eighty thouſand pounds, I am per- 
ſuaded, in his own imagination, 
never yet beheld ſuch a ſymmetry 


of features, or a form ſo graceful; 
| while 
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while I, uninfluenced by thoſe ſolid 
charms, can neither diſcover her 
pre-eminence in one or the other. 


Finding her ſo great a favourite, 
ventured to recommend it to his 
Lordſhip. to make her a tender of 
the heart ſhe had ſo ſtrongly cap- 
tivated ; but the advice was treated 
with an hauteur which ſhewed my 
levity was not greatly reliſhed. 


There muſt ſurely, to ſome minds, 
be an inſtinctive magnetiſm in gold, 
otherwiſe how is it that thoſe who 
have already ſufficient; ſhould find 
it poſſeſſed of ſuch attractive powers 
as to embelliſh the , moſt homely. 
face, give elegance and dignity to the 
moſt unpoliſhed form. 6 


| Every 
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Every unprejudiced perſon muſt 
certainly acknowledge Miſs Man- 
ners a fine figure; but the moſt 
beautiful afſemblage of features that 
ever the hand of Nature blended in 
one female, if deficient in the vivid 
colouring of expreſſion, muſt appear 
unintereſting to a heart which 1s 
never inclined to peruſe a book 
without an index. 


I have not a doubt but I am indebt- 
ed to the eulogiums of her uncle for 
a large part of the good opinion 
with which Jam honoured ; for ſoon 
after my firſt introduction, on her 
fide all reſerve. was as effeQtually 
baniſhed from our converſation as if 
we had been many months acquaint- 
ed, and perſuaded I ſhould in time 
become one, I was received with all 


3 the 
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the complacency of a 9 ad- 


mirer. 7 | ) 


The moment I make my appear- 
ance, the condeſcending fair one 
throws aſide her hoop to make room 
for me on the adjoining cabriole, or 
if by chance it is engaged, and I ſeat 
myſelf in a diſtant quarter, ſeizes 
the firſt opportunity to place herſelf 
by me, then overwhelms me with 
ſuch an inundation of inquiries con- 
cerning my health, where I have 
been the many hours in which ſhe 
has lamented my abſence, and a 
thouſand other troubleſome inter- 
rogatories, with a countenance ſo 
unembarraſſed, that I abſolutely 
tremble at the idea of the ridicule to 
which ſhe expoſes herſelf, and could 
abſolutely take upon me the province 
of a friendly monitor, was I not 
vo“. II. 1 aſſured 
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aſſured that the natural inſenfibility 
of her diſpoſition would render the 
taſk a fruitleſs one. 


However flattering the partiality 
of a fine woman, there 1s fomething 
ſo indelicate in theſe public atten- 
tions, that were I inclined to nibble 
at the gilded bait they have fo evi- 
dently thrown out for me, the faci- 

lit of the conqueſt would damp my 
ardour—give me the maid 


That muſt be woo'd 
And not unſought be won.“ 


But even was my heart perfectly diſ- 
engaged from the idea of the firſt 
phantom which engrofles its every 
faculty, Miſs Manners is not the 
woman calculated to form my happi- 
nefs—was it abſolutely eſſential that 
0 ſhould make * election out of the 


6 3 A 
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pretty group, under whoſe banners I 
am now involuntarily: enliſted, the 
gentle unaffuming Emilia, an humble 
relation of hers, would bid more. 
fair to bear away the prize ; ; but the 
preference ſhe inſpires, is merely the 
effect of pity for her dependant ſtate. 
How galling to a woman of ſenſibi- 
lity muſt be the unfeeling fuperiority 
of a mind which obliges but to ex- 
tort a public tribute of gratitude x 
—and ſuch, if my obſervations do 
not much deceive' me, is the con- 
duct of this affluent beauty to her 

bene couſin. | 


Wbt hetged't to-confirm me in this 
opinion, vas my ſurpriſing them a 
few mornings ago, in a warm alter- 
cation, which had affected the latter 
even unto tears;- and upon her riff ing 
on 11 enttatics, and haſtily quit- 
E 2 ting 
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ting the room, Miſs: Manners ex- 


. claimed with the moſt unfeeling in- 
difference: I wiſh, my Lord, 


c6 


46 


you had come a little ſooner, you 
ſhould have decided between us; 


Emilia, though ſhe is ſenſible 


her own little income is inade- 
quate to the expence of her ward- 
robe, has had the pride to refuſe 
wearing a rich Circaſſian of mine I 


thought too good to give my wo- 
man; pretending, forſooth, that 
a clean luteſtring was the height 


of her ambition, and all ſhe 
ſhould aſpire to till her fortune 
authoriſed a more elegant appear- 
ance; but conſcious her xefuſal of 


my favour ariſes merely from her 
pride, which would not ſuffer her 


to wear after me what had ſe- 


veral times appeared in; at the 


66, Rooms, I could not help telling 


(113 | 6 her 


a. —— en 


- 
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&« her that ſuch airs were very un- 
becoming a dependance on, my 


% bounty ;— burſting , into tears, 
* ſhe accuſed me of unkindnels;; 
and I dare ſay will reſent it with 
all the dignity of one who never 
„ knew diftreſs, though ſhe knew 
«when her father died, ſhe had no 
-*6: reſource in mo world - but on my 
2 Friendſhip.” 


g 25 


- NP 
* 


| Boon Emilia! brothers my, foul, 
while [I endehvoured to diſarm the 
petulance of her benefactreſs, whoſe 
want of ſenſibility it was plain ori- 
ginated as much from the head as the 
heart, or ſhe would not have ex poſed 
ſuch a; proof of the ungenerous pro- 
penſions of the latter, before the man 
whoſe good 3 „ neceſſa· 


ry, to her n 
Ai li 


— 


* 
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There is ſome vanity, you will 
ſay, in this remark, perhaps ſo; yet 


her conduct both in our public par- 


ties, as well as fete- d- totes, ſufficiently 
authorizes the aſſertion, and often- 
times throws me into a dilemma 


from which I can with difficulty ex- 


tricate myſelf, without acknowledy- 
ing aflame I do not feel, or coming 


at once to an explanation that would 


draw upon me her contempt; for in 
idea, ſhe believes me as much a 


lover, as if I had an hundred times 


entertained her with my paſfion, and 
whenever ſhe perceives herſelf miſ- 
taken, will, I make no doubt, be 


ſo deficient in delicacy, as publickly 


to brand me with the name or: an in- 


conſtant. 190 1%! 041.160 en 0 


How different from Lady Lucy! 
but there are ſome women, who. 
MEL, F pre- 


ſi 
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preſuming on their ſuppoſed attrac- 
tions, believe that every male ac- 
quaintance muſt of courſe become 
a lover—of this denomination is 
Miſs Manners, and without a ſingle 
reflection on the impropriety of her 
behaviour, treats me with a famili- 
arity that would abſolutely diſguſt 
me, had I even been diſpoſed to regard 


her with an eye of partiality. 


I am fick—Porridly ſick of this 
inſipid party; yet how to abjure 
their ſociety I know not for in fact 
they are almoſt the only people of 
faſhion that are left, and my father 
as perverſe as 


44 Wilful Woman labouring for her purpoſe,” 


finds every day fome new pretext to 
detain us here. However, as I am 


not ſtill in my go-cart, if his Lord- 


E 4 _ ſhip 
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ſhip does not ſpeedily determine on 
our return, I ſhall take the liberty of 
bidding him e bon jour, whirl away 
to town, and leaving him in the un- 
interrupted poſſeſſion of the animat- 
1ng converſation of this forward beau- 
ty, ſeek an amuſement more adapt- 
ed to my taſte.” Adieu Fred! if I 
have not a letter from thee in another 
poſt, expect me in perſon. to chaſtiſe 
55 — 
0 Hell- z n ine · L 
1 AR TERET. 
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8 it poſſible ? yet can I doubt the 
authenticity of a report ſo well 
confirmed: do repeat it again Fre- 
derick that I may be certain my eyes 
do not deceive me, your letter ® now 
lays before me in characters too ins 
telligible to be miſinterpreted, an- 
nounces the marriage of his Grace 
the Duke of A — to Miſs Villeroy, 
a young Lady poſſeſſed of great 
en abs O_o W 


1 1 


gr | ©, Nj dc yo pens ban: foe 
| E 5 a Ay 
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Aye, here too are the papers with 
the very identical paragraph, and the 
additional information of the new- 
married couple having, yeſterday ar- 
rived at the family manſion, Is it 
poſſible! I muſt again exclaim,— 
though my-eyes bear witneſs to the 
mortifying truth. 


Some needy plebian, I make no 
doubt, who, eager toennoble herſelf, 
or perhaps, to ſerve a more conveni- 
ent purpoſe, has artfully taken ad- 
vantage of his dotage to lure him to 
this folly, and now ſhe has gained a 
title, longs to embelliſh it 3 that 
of . > 3174 | 


But can it be, chat aud mad 
ſuperior underſtanding, and uncom- 
mon virtues, have for eighty years 
rendered him E beloved, 

. * 


1 


THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE, 83 


ſhould, at ſuch an advanced period of 
life, become the-prey of a boyiſh 
paſſion, and by one imprudent action, 
tarniſh the luſtre of the whole ! evi- 
dent as it appears, I can hardly credit 
It, | 


Fifty years hashe been a widower, 
without betraying the ſmalleſt incli- 
nation. to make a ſecond, choice— 
wedded.to the memory of an amiable 
wife, whom he loſt in the bloom of 
youth, all his remaining affections 
were centred in my mother; and 
| when death deprived him of her alſo, 
they appeared to exiſt but in myſelf, 
who was the only i ee 
of a n lived union. 5 


Gladly would he have. taken me | 
under his immediate protection, and 


in che culture of my opening mind, 
„ amuſed 
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amuſed thoſe hours, which the death 
of a beloved child had rendered ſoli- 
tary but from ſome peculiarittes in 
my father's diſpoſition, (probably 
becauſe the retired. domeſtic turn of 
my grandfire did not coincide with 
his own ideas of popularity) this 
propoſal was declined—and eſtranged 
from his ſociety, it was not till i 
arrived at manhood, that my heart 
bore teſtimony to his virtues ; though 
from the earlieſt era of recollection I 
can remember that his humanity and 
beneficence were the general topic— 
Within the laſt two years I have 
been many months an inmate of his 
family, yet never perceived in him 
the leaſt propenſity to any of thoſe 
youthful levities which diſgrace the 
wiſdom of grey hairs—on the con- 
trary, whenever in the company of 
an agreeable woman, the natural vi- 
Dl | vacity 
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vacity of his diſpoſition yielded to a 
tender melancholy, and it was eaſy 
to perceive that his thoughts, unin- 
tereſted by the object before him, re- 
verted to the ſcene of his departed 
happineſs. 


It muſt ſurely be a phenomenon 
that has wrought this change; or the 
infirmities of old age ſurprizing him 
at once, - have impaired his reaſon, 
and the mercenary beauty preſum- 
ing on the weakneſs of his intellects, 
has ſo artfully conducted herſelf as 
to perſuade him of her affection. 


But as it is the only (apparently) 
abſurd action which ever marked the 
life of this reſpectable old man—I 
will not judge too raſhly—let's ſee 
her firſt, and then decide. It is ſuf. 
ficient for the world to give hima 


-\ 4 \Placo 


place in the chronicles of folly, with- 
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out the aſſiſtance of thoſe to whom 
the knowledge of his numerous vir- 
tues -ought to abſolve him, for the 
commiſſion of a ſingle foible. 


The only regret I feel, is, that at 
theſe advanced years he ſhould be- 
come the ſubject of ridicule—yet do 


we not every day ſee people as old 


commit ſimilar abfurdities ? 


It is true, I never expected to have 
had a partner in thoſe immenſe pof- 
ſeſſions, a large ſhare of which, if 
he dies without a male heir, becomes 
mine in right of my mother but 
no matter, I ſhall have ſufficient, 
even ſhould her Grace preſent him 
with a living picture of ſome chere 


ami my uneaſineſs on pecuniary 


ſubjects will therefore be very trivial, 


for 
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for Jam not one of thoſe ſordid vo- 
taries of Plutus who place all their 
joys in wealth my ſentiments en- 
tirely coincide with. the elegant au- 
thor of the Complaint, 


* 


« Much wealth is corpulence, if not diſeaſe, 
& Sick, or incumber'd is our happineſs, 
« A competence 1s all we can 6 


17 
. 


How the lipeel intelligence will 

be received by my father whoſe con- 
tempt of gold is leſs conſpicuous, I 
cannot tell; but J am of opinion, 
that even the recollection of every 
good action of the old gentleman's 
life will not be ſufficient in his opi- 
nion; to outwergh the W of the 
eſent. 


75 TA. 77h 


Well, his eetentmedt will, at leaſt 
for a time, change our ſubject—ſo 
I ſhall benefit one way, if I lofe 

another; 
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another; for his Lordſhip's eternal 
encomiums on this ſurfeiting piece 
of inanimation, muſt now certainly 
give place to leſs harmonious ſounds, 
and any muſt to me be more agree- 
able, than theſe with which I am now 
continually tormented, ] believe the 
lady at length begins to perceive I 
am not quite ſo partial to her beauty 
as vanity has hitherto whiſpered her; 
and will, if I am not much miſtaken, 
conſole herſelf in the attention of a 
ſmart young officer, who has with- 
in theſe few days graced the rooms; 
already has he paid his diſtant ho- 
mage to her eighty thouſand ſhiners; 
and had ſhe as many millions he 
would have my free conſent to open 
the treaties for a cloſer connexion as 


. as he e Proper | TV 


FMS ub Sas | What- 
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Whatever may be the conduct of 
my father in conſequence of theſe 
extraordinary nuptials, I ſhall not 
make myſelf ſo much the public 
topic, as to ſhew any ſymptoms of 
diſſatisfaction, on an event [ lament 
merely from motives of pity to the 
parties, whoſe happineſs I could wiſh 
had a more ſubſtantial baſis, than that 
on which circumſtances, ſpeak their 
union to be founded; and as ſoon as 
J return ſhall certainly take the firſt 
n of Paying * a . 

ä 17 
606 . vide of cutialey onſite 0 
congratulation,”” infer your arch 
Knightſhip—Nay, faith Denbeigh, 
the remark is not unſeaſonable, but 
indeed it will be a mixture of both, 
for though his Grace may have acted 
imprudently, our conſanguinity and 
the — he has ever ſhewn me, 

entitles. 
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entitles him to my ſincere wiſhes for 
his felicity. 


How kind ! how conſiderate ! that 
we may not be wanting in reſpe& 'to 
the Melbourn party, his Lordſhip has 
juſt ſent up Le Brun to tell me he 
withes immediately to conſult me on 
the ſubject of a petit ſoupir he means 
to give them to-morrow evening, in 
which I fuppoſe he propoſes that the 
fair Manners ſhould ſhine as ſovereign 
of the fete. Is it not fortunate that! 
who have not the leaſt turn for gal- 
lantry ſhould be bleſt with a father 
who will take all this trouble upon 
himſelf? But as their amuſement is 
the leaſt part of my ſtudy, no won- 
der I ſhould be ſo back ward in plan- 
ning means to promote it. 


- — 
1 
: COme 
- 3 
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I come, my good Sir, but believe 
I have a petite piece de nouvelles that 
will, for the preſent deprive you of 
all reliſſ for your petit ſouper. 


Adieu Fred. juſu a revoir, 


CARTERET, 
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LETTER VII. 


TO THE SAME, 
141 $1 #0 81 . 8 06+ © 


GE me joy, Denbeigh; not of 

being married, but of being 
once more happily freed from the 
matrimonial nooſe in which my good 
father is ſo aſſiduous to entangle me. 


Notwithſtanding the rage with 
which his Lordſhip received the 
news had to impart, after venting 


a2 a ſufficient number of invectives be- 


fitting the mortifying occaſion, he 
again reverted to his favourite ſub- 


| ject, (the intended fete) and begged 
I would 
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I would exert myſelf] in giving or- 
ders that every thing ſhould; be con- 
ducted with propriety, nor let any, 
expence be wanting to difplay the 
magnificence and generoſity of the 
donor. | 

_ Behold us then in the utmoſt con- 
fuſion; myſelf almoſt in as great a 
buſtle as Hurry in the Maid of the 
Oaks - for though I was not animat- 
ed by a wiſh to pleaſe the object in 
honout of whom this ſplendid. treat 
was principally deſigned; yet, un- 
willing that my taſte ſhould be called 
in queſtion, where there was an op- 
portunity to diſplay; it, I determin- 
ed that no endeavours ſhould be want- 
ing to render it as elegant as the ſhort- 
neſs of the time allowed for the pre- 
paration would admit and to that 


purpoſe neigende them as aſſi- 
40 duouſly 
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duouſſy as if I had been planning 


the amuſement f a Favourite miſ- 
treſs. 1 71 | 


Being too much engroſſed with 
this important buſineſs to leave home, 
I did not all that day call at Lord 
Melbourne's, but as cards of invi- 
tation had been ſent the preceding 
one, not only to that family, butalſo 
to two or three others who had 
ſometimes enlarged' our parties, we 
were anticipating. their arrival; and 


a band of muſic having been previ- 


oufly provided, nothing then remain- 


ed but to welbome our expected 


un to 'the neee unge 

As a loten s impatience was a 
ſtranger to my heart, (at leaſt on the 
preſent occafion) I had ſeated myſelf 


N compoſedly in 4: comer of thei 


tom, 
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room, and taking out the continual 
ſubject of my meditation, was con- 
templating it at my eaſe, with that 
ſecret ſatisfaction with which a miſer 
ſurveys his gold, when a coach ſtop- 
ping at the door, I was waked from 


my pleaſing reverie, conſtrained to 


return it to its ſtation, and fly to re- 
ceive our viſitants. 


Judge how much we were aſto- 
niſhed to ſee (inſtead of the family 


group) Emilia ola, and in a diſha- 
bille. 


Thank Heaven I find you alone, 
% my Lord; I was much afraid 1 
“ ſhould not have got here before 
« the arrival of your company, which 
« would have added to the diſtreſs I 
e already feel. How ſhall I telk you 
6s] W mi fortune which has happem- 

x «ed. 
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e ed to us? Miſs Manners is not to 
4 be found, and all the ſervants are 
« ſent different ways in purſuit of 
% her, while my Lord, almoſt diſ- 
e tracted, is ſtorming about the 
«© houſe like one inſane. I knew 
% you would be expecting us, and 
« therefore came to make this per- 
« ſonal apology, for not one of the 
« family were ang compoſed 
to ſend a written one.“ 


She then ied to inform us 
that Miſs Manners went out juſt be- 
fore dinner under pretence of pur- 
chaſing: ſome trifles ſhe had occaſion 
for, and as the millener was too near 
to render a carriage neceſſary, took 
with her: Miſs Malden her woman; 

who, it is plain, was in her intereſt, 
for neither of them have ſince made 
their appearance; finding ſhe did 
a 5 not 


„ 
= - 
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not return ſo ſoon as was expected, 
her uncle began to be uneaſy, and 
diſpatched one of the ſervants to Mrs. 
Trimwell's, but the lady had not 
done her the honour of a viſit. It 
muſt then be ſome other, and the 
ſame enquiry was made at every mil- 
liner's ſhop throughout the place, 
but all to little purpoſe ; nobody 
could give any account of her ; every 
ſervant of the houſe underwent the 
ſtricteſt examination from his Lord- 
ſhip, but he could not diſcover that 
any of them were in the ſecret of her 
flight. | 


60 And what renders this event the 
© more extraordinary, continued 
the fair Emilia, „is that none of 
%% her wardrobe is miſſing, every 
thing in her dreſſing- room is in 
: VOL, II. 8:5. © 
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« ſtatu quo; the cloaths the intend- 
ed wearing to night, were laid in 
& readineſs to put on; in ſhort, 
« there is fuch an air of myſtery in 
&« this affair, 1 know not what to 
& make of it.“ 6 


A 


The arrival of our gueſts put an 
end to any further comments on the 
ſubject; Miſs Villars took her leave, 
after we had promiſed that we would 
call upon his Lordſhip in the morn- 
ing, and without puzzling myſelf 
with fruitleſs conjectures on a matter 
which was perfectly unintereſting to 
me, more than from a general reſpect 
to the family, I devoted myſelf to 
the entertainment of our viſitors, the 
female part of which, ſeemed to have 
received an additional flow of ſpirits 
from the abſence of the pretty run- 

+ | : away; 
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away; and as the ſtory of her elope- 
ment had, from the enquiries of her 
uncle, become public, their ſenti- 
ments on the ſubject were delivered 
with a malignity which did as little 
credit to their underſtanding as their 
hearts. 


My father, 1 could ſee, was evi- 
dently chagrined at an event which 
fo entirely overturned his glittering 
proſpects, for he did not all the 
evening recover his vivacity ; and as 
ſoon as we were alone, expreſſed his 
aſtoniſhment that a woman fo appa- 
rently attached to one man, ſhould 
go off with another, which undoubt- 
edly muſt be the caſe, though wo 
could not . n whom. 


As to wyfelf, 1 will confeſs, I wag 
as little aſtoniſhed as affected; for 
1 the 
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the indelicate conduct of Miſs Man- 
ners towards me, though I had ne- 
ver profeſſed the ſmalleſt degree f 
affection for her, was ſufficient to 
convince me, that her paſſions were 
more predominant than her pru- 
dence, and naturally concluding that 
ſhe had found a lover more inclined 
to avail himſelf of her condeſcenſion, 
my ſuſpicions: immediately fell upon 
the officer whoſe filent homage to- 
wards her had not paſſed unnoticed; 

but as it was none of my affair, I left 
it to thoſe more nearly md, to 
make the 1 _—_— OOH 


We b paid his Lordſhip a ivifit 
of condolence, but found him in no 
diſpoſition, to be conſoled; the idea 
of his family being diſgraced by ſome 
Plebeian alliance, fits very painful 

: . | 1 1 
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on his heart, and what renders the 
misfortune more ſenſibly felt by 
him, 1s, that it ſhould happen at a 
time when he had the moſt ſanguine 
expectations of ſeeing her more eli- 
gibly diſpoſed of. 


Nothing has yet tranſpired which 
leads to a diſcovery of the fugitives, 
but my own conjectures on the ſub- 
jet have received much confirma- 
tion from not having fince obſerved 


Monfieur Le Capitaine —_— his bro- 


ther officers. 


A few days, I make no Gt, 


will clear up the myſtery, and bring 


them on their marrow bones to aſk 


his bleſſing, but whether nuncle 
grants it or not, the bleſſing of eighty 


thouſand pounds will amply com- 
| F 3 penſate 
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penſate for the want of every other; 
of that, it ſeems, nothing can de- 
prive her, as the power of her guar- 
dians is merely nominal, having 
been uncontrouled miſtreſs of her 
fortune ever ſince ſhe attained her 


ſixteenth year. 


Poor Elia, though ſhe has been 
treated very indifferently by her un- 
feeling couſin, is ineonſolable for the 
loſs of her; and more fo in reflecting 
on the miſery the imprudent beauty 
may probably bring upon herſelf by 
this raſh procedure. 


I ſincerely wiſh it may not be pro- 
ductive of thoſe evils the good na- 
tured girl ſo juſtly apprehends ; but 
ſhould ſhe happen to have united her- 


ſelf to a man devoid of generoſity 
and 
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and honour, ſhe will haye little 


chance of happineſs, as her fortune 


will be totally in his power, and tos 
late may ſhe repent the confidence 
ſhe has repoſed in him. : 


I ſuppoſe we ſhall not remain much 
longer here now the principal in- 
ducement to this excurſion is no more; 
and I hope theſe repeated diſappoint- 
ments will cure my good father of 
his match-making propenſions, as all 
his negociations have hitherto been 
unpropitious, and would certainly 


continue ſo to the end of the chapter, | 


unleſs his ſtars and my good fortune 
ſhould direct him to an object who, 
perhaps, lives but in my heart. 


If you write, Frederick, let it be 
immediately, or we ſhall perhaps 
F 4 have 


n wax 


— 
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have winged our flight before the 
arrival of your letter; for the natu- 
ral caprice of his Lordſhip's diſpoſi- 
| tion, added to the loſs of Manners, 
may probably induce him to leave 


| Southampton as ſuddenly as he came 
| hither. | Adieu, | 


Yours, 


__—: 3 „ ,CARTERET-. 


ill -:; 


V 
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LE,T TEN VAll, 


SIR FREDERICK DENBEIGH TO LORD EDWARD 
| | CARTERET. 


S. Fames's Sgaare. 


| JF = my laſt cottaines a piece of i in- 
telligence that ſurpriſed you, this 

will be equally productive of aſto- 
niſhment—You will hardly believe 
me, Ned, when I tell you that I 
have now before me a journal of the 
whole peregrination of the fait fu- 
gitive, - (now no longer Manners) 
from the time ſhe left Southampton 
till within theſe few hours; as it is 
F J AHA 5 
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true woman's ſcrawl, I ſhall not take 
the trouble of tranſcribing it, but 
incloſe it for your peruſal in its na- 
tive ſtate, leſt the clumſy touches of 
my pen ſhould deprive it of its ori- 
ginal beauties; and proceed to in- 
form you by what means I became 
poſſeſſed of it. 


As you know am never out of 
my way where amuſement is to be 
found, this morning going through 
Pall Mall, I took into my head to 
pop in at Chriſtie's. 


In a few minutes I found myſelf 
huddled among a herd of females, 
who, like me, had little more in 
view than to murder time; a beauti- 
ful ſet of beakers, however, happen- 


ing at that 3 catch my eye, 
ä 1 1 
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I nodded my intentions, and the pure 
ſpirit of oppoſition operating on a 


lady who ſtood next me, ſhe advanc- - 


ed the price; never inclined to diſ- 
appoint a woman, eſpecially a hand- 
ſome one, I immediately dropt the 
conteſt. 


The jars were knocked down to 
her, and in ſearching for her purſe 
to pay the earneſt-money, the took 


out her handkerchief, and with it 


drew our a letter, which fell unno- 
ticed on the ground; actuated by 
ſome ſecret impulſe (perhaps that of 
learning who the was) my curioſity 
got the better of my good manners, 


and taking it up as unobſerved as it 


had fallen, I ſlipt it into my pocket, 
little expecting the entertainment it 
would produce. ITY 
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l ſoon after left the Auction Room, 
I and accidently meeting with Moleſ- 
| worth and Lutterel, took them home 

to dine with me, nor ſhould have 
again bethought me of the letter 1 
had purleined,- had not the former, 
according to his uſual ungenerous 
" cuſtom, exhibited a billet-doux Juſt 
warm from the quilt of ſome tender- 
| hearted nymph, and this reminding 
me of it, while he was buſied in his 
comments on the deleQable ſcrawh, 
I retired to the window, and think- 
ing I had no right to expoſe the ſe- 
crets of others, by whatever means 
acquired, I, without any interrup- 
tion, ran over the contents; the firft 

. - half-dozen lines perſuaded me it 
.muft be from the very female who 

had of late been the ſubje& of your 

pen, and a further peruſal fully con- 
9 the ſuggeſtion. 


—— 
2 


Lord 
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Lord Edward ſeems'to be no in- 


conſiderable perſonage in the drama; 


but as the love, not the lover, ap- 
pears'to be the lady's principal in- 


ducement to a matrimonial connex1- 


on, no wonder thoſe luke-warm at- 


tentions ſhe ſo feelingly deſcribes; 


ſhould be difreliſhed by a heart that 
would rather have been wooed with 
paſſion than efteem. The gallant 
ſon of Mars, leſs delicate in his ideas, 
became a captive to the firſt encour- 


aging glance of her celeſtial blue 


eyes, (is not that the colour)? and 
thinking nothing could outſhine 
them. but her guineas, determined 
to avail himfelf of the firſt favour- 
able nn to become pro ander of 


both. 


Your W Lordſhip OO 
be diſguſted with fruit that would 
fall 
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fall without ſhaking; but to one 
who was ftarving on half-pay, and 
without the power of purchaſing 
even ready made love, what ſo grate- 
ful to the eye as a fine tree of golden 
apples tumbling ripe into his arms ? 


Was it not for ſach good natured 
girls what muſt become of half the 
gay fellows who now figure away in 
the ring? but for now and then an 
unequal union, all the money would 
be monopoliſed by the great, one half 
of the world would be rich as nabobs, 
the other half be beggars. 


For my part, I fincerely wiſh 
Captain Strothard joy of his good 
fortune ; I have heard him ſpoke of 
as a youth neither deficient in fenſe 


or merit, and hope, imprudent as 


has 
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has been the lady in riſking her hap- 
pineſs on ſuch an uncertain caſt, ſhe 
will have no reaſon to repent a ſtep 


which proves her warmth of conſti- 


tution rather than her judgment ; 
may it be the laſt proof ſhe ever gives 
of it! but I confeſs, I ſhould think 
my honour very unſafe in the hands 
of one who could yield ſo quickly, 
even in an honourable way. 


Who do you think I had the plea- 
fure of meeting at the play the other 
night ?—your lovely friend Lady 
Lucy Nugent ; ſhe ſpoke of you in 
the warmeſt terms of commendation, 
expreſſed herſelf much concerned to 
hear of the Duke's marriage, and 
ſeemed greatly to intereſt herſelf in 
your happineſs. 


I can=- 


— ü ee OE ECT — 
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I cannot think, Ned, what was 


become of your ſenſibility, that the 
\ ſociety of ſuch a lovely woman as 


that ſhould fail to awaken it. By 
Heavens ! ſhe is the moſt faſcinat- 
ing object I ever beheld! was T to 
converſe with her often, much as I. 
make a jeſt of the paflion, I ſhould 
certainly find myſelf moſt confound- 
edly in for it; as it 1s, am not quite 
certain that my heart has not receiv- 
ed a puncture which her fmiles only 
can heal; fthould the ſcratch prove 
more than ſkin deep, I fhall conſult 


you again upon the ſymptoms. 


I fuppoſe the Melbournes are by 


this time acquainted with Mrs. Stro- 


thard's marriage; uſe your own diſ- 


eretion in regard to the inc loſed, but 


. think 


>” 
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think it would be more to the credit 
of the writer, if her ſentiments are 
not expoſed to the family, 

Yours, 


. DENBE1GH, 
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LETTER N. 


MI58 MANNERS TO MISS CAROLINE BEAUCHAMP» 


INCLO$ED IN THE FOREGOING. 


WHAT a moralizing epiſtle have 
you ſent me, child! I vow 
to Heaven one would believe you 
owed your birth to ſome old muſty 
parſon, for you are juſt ſuch another 
furfeiting piece of morality as Emilia; 
who, by the way, is grown a very 
diſagreeable companion to me, from 
the freedom with which ſhe cenſures 
my behaviour to Lord Edward. But 
| I ſhall 
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I ſhall ſoon put an end to that ſub- 
ject, for to tell you the truth, his 
Lordſhip 1s fo very backward in put- 
ting to me a certain important queſ- 
tion I have long anticipated, that 
ſick of his ſhilly-ſhally conduct, 1 
am determined to think no more of 
him, which will be a comfortable 
diſappointment to my uncle and Lord 
G—, who, you know, planned 
this excurſion to Southampton pur- - 
poſely to bring us together. 


I ſhould have had no objection to 

a Cara-ſpoſa ſo generally admired, 
had his Lordſhip proved himſelf a 
more aſſiduous lover; but I hate 
thoſe reſpectful beings who approach 
a miſtreſs with as little ſenſibility as 
they would a ſtatue ; of my appro- 
bation he was very certain; what 
| _ 


— — — 
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then could prevent him from preci- 


pitating his happineſs? . 


To be ingenuous, what has great- 
ly helped to cool my partiality for 
this luke-warm lover, is the ap- 
pearance of a. young officer, who, 
whenever we meet, ſeems to eye me 


with glances ſo contraſted to thoſe 
_of Carteret, that they inſpire me 
-with ſentiments as animated as his 


own; you know I was ever partial 
to regimentals, and ſhould he prove 
to be as much my ſlave as appearances 
ſeem to declare, I don't think I ſhall 


find much inclination to protract his 
bondage, for, entre nous, I am heartily 


tired of this ſtupid ſtate. 
What ſignifies a fortune if one can- 
not enjoy it in the way one likes? 
here 
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here am I tied to my uncle's elbow, - 
and as little miſtreſs of my on con- 
duct as if I was ſcarcely out of my 
leading-ſtrings; it is true, I might 
live by myſelf if I was determined 
on ſuch a ſtep contrary to the appro- 
bation of all my friends; but be- 
tween the rout they make about pro- 
priety, my youth and inexperience, 
and twenty other frivolous pretences 
to keep me under their inſpection, 
there is no fuch thing as thinking of 
it without laying myſelf open to a 
thouſand cenſures: then there is 
this torment Emilia, whom, in a 
good- natured fit, I fooliſhly promiſed 
to take care of, would ſtill have an 
eye upon my conduct, ſo that even 
in a houſe of my own I ſhould be 
under quite as much reſtriction as I 
am at preſent ; matrimony, there- 
ES 
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fore, is my only reſource, after 


which, all guardianſhip will be at 
an end; and as to my prudiſh cou- 
fin,-I ſhall take care to rid myſelf of 
her troubleſome ſociety as ſoon as 
ever it is in my power, for though I 
keep her while I am fingle, I ſhould 
not think of her living with me 
when I am married; the company 
of ſuch very rigid ladies is much bet- 
ter adapted to a coterie of antiquated 
prudes, than a ſprightly young wo- 
man of faſhion. She has already a 
little pittance of her own, (not long 
ſince left her by a relation) and with 
a trifling addition, may find an aſy- 
lum much more calculated to her 
taſte, | | 


Here comes Malden with a lm 
as I tive, it is from the charming 


6 Captain! 


— Feng nnen Ie 
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Captain! I muſt lay down my pen 

o peruſe it, for I cannot, have the 
cruelty to return a ballet daur un- 
opened. | 5M 


O my dear Caroline! what an in- 
ſinuating pleader ! what muſt I fay 
to him? is it in nature to -refuſe a 
requeſt urged with ſo much elo- 


quence ? 


He will be in the Green Walk to- 
morrow exactly at three, and flatters 
himſelf I will not refuſe him the ſa- 
tisfaction of declaring a paſſion the 
moſt ardent that ever beauty inſpired. 


T 
Well, I'll &en go, there is fome- 
thing ſo faſcinating in the adoration 
| 5 
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of a pretty fellow, that if one is not 
inclined to repay his tranſports, there 
is at leaſt a pleaſure in liſtening to 
them. Malden ſeems to be much in 
his intereſt, and let me tell you, ſhe 
is no indifferent connoiſſeur in man- 


ly beauty. 


J ſhall not finiſh this till after our 
interview; but leaſt the prying Emi- 
lia ſhould be peeping into my ſecrets, 
ſhall commit it to my pocket- book 
till a future hour. 


cd © 88 
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MRS, STROTHARD IN CONTINUATION. 


Gretna Green. 


UST eſcaped from the hands of 
J honeſt Vulcan who has hammer- 
ed on the fetters that will probably 
be as laſting as my life, I fit down 


to acquaint my dear Caroline by 


what means I was tranſported to the 
iſle of happineſs: none of your 
ſagacious remarks, child ! married 
in haſte, to repent at leiſure, &c. &c. 


Repentance, you know, is what I 


never practice; what's done is done, 
and if my proſpects of felicity ſhould 
be clouded by diſappointment, I ſhall 
endeavour to make the beſt of it, 
eſpecially as London boaſts a Doctor's 
Commons, as well as Scotland a 
Gretna Green, So much for preface, 

VOL, 11. „ and 
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and now for the particulars of our 
hymenial expedition. 


Would you believe that five mi- 
nutes before I ſet out, I had as little 
thought of ſuch a journey as the 
man in the moon; nay, I had pro- 
poſed that very evening to be preſent 
at a ſplendid entertainment given by 


Lord G —. 


Some little alteration in my cloaths 
requiring a change of ribbons, I hid 
hold of the excuſe to tell Emilia I 
ſhould take Malden and walk be- 
fore dinner to the milliner's to chuſe 
them; and that ſhe- might the leſs 
notice my going without her, begged 
that while we were gone, ſhe would 
be kind enough to diſpoſe the flowers 
among my trimmings in the manner 
BD. | | | ſhe 


1 
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ſhe judged moſt elegant, as I did not 


truſt to the opinion of my woman in 
a matter of ſuch conſequence. 


Pleaſed at my referenceto her taſte, 


ſhe fat herſelf down to the important 


buſineſs, and away fallied your friend 
to the place of deſtination, more anx- 
ious for a parley with her Captain, 
than about the frippery ſhe was go- 
ing to purchaſe. 


After a turn or two in the walk 


my ſwain made his appearance, Mat 


den retired to a reſpectful diſtance ; 
and in à few words, but thoſe moſt 
gracefully uttered, he acquainted me 
of the riſe, progvefs, and preſent ſtate 
of his paſſion ;' the vivacity of his 


manner was greatly in his favour, - 


ih I defpiſe-your ſtupid hum-drum 
8 2 lovers) 
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lovers) and unable to diſguiſe the 
ſatisfaction with which it inſpired 
me, he made his advantage of my 
weakneſs ; expatiated ſo eloquently 
on the animated joys of a northern 
expedition, that I felt myſelf unable 
to refiſt his eloquence, and made 
ſomething like a promiſe to meet 
him again the enſuing day when we 
would more fully diſcuſs the ſubject, 


It will be an age till then, my 
angel,“ cried the impetuous mor- 
tal, his fine eyes paſſionately fixed 
upon mine, do not be generous by 
„halves! if I have really the hap- 
1 pineſs to be agreeable to you, what 
£ minute more favourable than the 
4 preſent to confirm the charming 
<« truth? a friend's carriage waits to 


$5. take me to an adjacent village to 
| a Pa 66 s din- 
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6 Oey how much better will it 
be employed in carrying us the 
+ firſt ſtage of our Journey: to tho 
Land of W 8 


% Impoſſible!“ cried I ; “ was | 
« ever ſo inclined to comply with 
« your requeſt, ſome little prepar- 
« ation; as well as conſideration is 
&« neceſſary in ſuch an undertaking.” 


„Say rather, cruel beauty, that 


« your to-night's engagement is too 
6 agreeable to be diſpenſed with, 
(for I had mentioned Lord G—'s 
66 invitation) and kill me at once 
% with the heart-rending idea that 
« theamiable Carteret will preſs this 
e ſoft, this lovely hand, while Iam 
« doomed to miſery; his rank, I 
„ ſee, pleads more powerfully in 
« your heart, than the genuine ar- 
ö; 1 
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dent affections of the untitled Stro- 
thard—if it was not fo, why am 
I refuſed ?' for though my lips 


have been precluded from ſpeak- 


ing thoſe tender ſentiments which 
animate my breaſt, has not my 


eyes many times declared them? 


I cannot, muſt not be demed ; little 
conſideration or preparation 1s ne- 
ceſſary, when happineſs is to be 
embraced; ſomething may de- 


prive me of my treaſure ! O for- 


give the extravagance of one whoſe 
paſſion alone can apologize for his 
preſumption, when the diſtending 
gates of Elyſium diſplays it to the 
view, who can ſupport the fear 
of having them cloſed upon their 
hope? this minute is ours, the 
next may ſeparate us for ever; for- 


bid it Heaven ! forbid it Love!“ 
and 
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and without waiting for my reply, 


the irreſiſtable pleader led me haſtily 
to the end of the walk, handed me 
into a chaife, and before I had time 
to oppoſe his arguments, tucked 
Malden in after me, and placing hun- 
ſelf by us, ordered the drivers to 
purſue their rout with the 1 


expedition. 


There was 5 ſomething fo ſpirited, 
yet tender, in this proceeding, that 
I will confeſs I found myſelf in no 


humour to reſent it; and contenting 
myſelf with reflecting that it was 


only an anticipation of what would 
probably have happened by my own 
conſent a fe days hence, I gener- 
ouſly figned his pardon, and before 
we were out of the ſmoak of South- 
ampton became as perfectly recon- 
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ciled to the frolick as if 1 it had bein a 
week 1n planning. 


' You may believe that we did not 
ſtop long on the road, and will as 
eaſily perceive (what I declare never 
ſtruck your giddy friend till we were 
many miles on our journey) that the 
vain mortal, prejudiced with the idea 
of his irreſiſtability, and in part ac- 
quainted by Malden of the partiality 
1 felt for him, had borrowed the 
chaiſe of a friend, that if happy 
enough to prevail, we might be out 
of the reach of purſuit before our 
* could A be Glcovered. 


I felt myſelf a little inclined to be 
ſtately, when I found my enlevement 
had been pre-concerted, but my gra- 
vity was of ſhort duration, for who 

could 
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could be ſeriouſly angry at being 
hummed into happineſs. 


The inſtant we arrived, ( good 
Chriftians like) juſt in the duſty- 
' pickle we then were, we repaired to 
church, where, in the preſence of 
about a dozen country bumkins, as, 
many ruddy faced damſels, and my, 
Ladyſhip's woman, the famous black- 
ſmith made us one. 


% 


Such a delectable group! had you 
but ſeen us, Caroline, you would 
have forgot the Graces to indulge 
your riſible inclinations : think what 
an elegant figure I muſt cut in a dir- 
ty chintz levette, my hair undreſſed, | 
a Devonſhire morning cap as conſpi- 
cuous for its whiteneſs as my gown, 


and a black balloon about three inches 
G 5 thick 
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thick with duſt; as to my complex- 
ion, it was perfectly a la marechalle, 
the fineſt bluſh with which nature 
ever painted the cheek, could not 
poſſibly have penetrated through the 
duſky brown; mais rimporie, we 
could not laugh at each other, for 
my Adonis was as profuſely _ 
dered as myſelf. 


The teazing mortal will not let me 
proceed, the chaiſe waits to convey 


As the firſt ſtage in our return, where, 


when arrived, we propoſe devot- 
ing a few days to that repoſe, which 
the precipitaney with which we came 
hither, now renders eſſential to us 
1 | 


As to poor Malden, ſhe looks 
| half dead with 5 and declares 
| | ſhe 
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ſhe would not undertake ſuch another 
journey even to be married herſelf; 
but my own ſpirits were never more 
in allegro; theſe helter-ſkelter doings 
are juſt calculated to my diſpoſi tion; 
the winged ſpeed of a chaiſe and four, 
covered over with dirt, and whirling 
away in the true Gretna Green ſtile, _ 
has to me more charms than a ſtate 
coach moving with all the pomp of 
eight fat bays: let thoſe yawning 
fouls. who. love to doze away their 
hours, - expatiate on the ſtill-life do- 
ings they miſ-name pleaſure, but 
give me more lively joys. 


How do J long to figure en militaire? 
nay, that I might be quite in cha- 
rater, I could forgive Lord George 
G if he. would make another lit- 


| tle buſtle among us, that the charms 
of a camp (devoid of the horrors of 
"0M war) 
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war) might for a few months fill up 
the meaſure of our gay delights. 


But not one word more, I have al- 
ready treſpaſſed on the patience of 
the honeſt ſoul to whom I have fo 
recently . vowed obedience ; ſo good 
day to you child; I wonder what 
the good folks of Southampton by 
this time think of my flight ? ſtill at 
a loſs, (I ſuppoſe) to ſuggeſt what. is 
become of me; but I ſhall ſoon eaſe 
them of their conje&ures by a per- 
| ſonal explanatian, till when let them 
enjoy em as much as I do the plea- 
ſure of being able to ſubſcribe * 
ſelf, my dear Caroline's 


| oy moſt devoted, 


ALICIA STROTHARD, 
L-E:Ts 
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LORD EDWARD CARTERET TO SIR FREDERICK. 
| DENBEIGHs + - 


HANKS, Frederick, - for the 
amuſement you afforded me. 
Mrs. Strothard's letter is quite de- 
ſcriptive of herſelf, though the poſ- 
ſeſſes an infinity of ſprightlineſs more 
than I had diſcovered by her conver- 
NP: but as I never entertained her 
on very lively fubjects, no wonder 
ſhe did not ſhed forth all her brilli- 
any. ; 


As 
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As the 66 — were ſtill un- 
acquainted with the ſtep ſhe had tak- 
en when your letter arrived, I ſuf- 
fered them to remain ſo, for it would 
have been a pity to have diſappoint- 
ed the lady of ſurprizing them in her 
new character, beſides if the was 
wiſe enough to keep her own coun- 

fel, they need not know but half 
her imprudence, though I am much 
in doubt that it will be equalled by 
her weakneſs. in making a topic of 
what, I think, muſt greatly lower 
her in the opinion of him, to whoſe 


wiſhes. ſhe has ſacrificed her diſcre- 


| tron. 


All that can be ſaid for the Cap- 
tain is, that he has played a Bold 
Stroke for a Wife, and I with he 
| may have no cauſe to repent his bar- 
gain; 
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gain; but if he is the perſon. you de- 
ſcribe him, I could wiſh that the 
mind of Emilia was united with the 
perſon and fortune of her couſin, for 
then would there be a far greater 
proſpect that his happineſs would be 
permanent. 


I have ſeen that amiable girl two- 
or three times fince the elopement of 
Mrs. Strothard, and have always 
found her in tears; would to Heaven 
I had ſome worthy female relation 
to whoſe patronage I conld recom- 
mend her, for ſhe merits a far better 
fate than a ſtate of dependance on a 
family who do not pofleſs that great- 
neſs of foul which ſhould teach 
them to ſoften the humiliating bond- 


age. 


Don't 
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Don't miſinterpret my ſentiments, 
Frederick; as a friend, I feel for her 
alt that pity which her goodneſs me- 
rits ; but love is a paſſion to which 
I ſhall ever be a ſtranger, unleſs fate 
more propitious to my prayers than I 
have the preſumption to expect ſhould 
throw into my way the only object 
capable of inſpiring me with a ſeri- 
ous attachment, and as to thoſe of a 
more libertine nature, I never find 
myſelf diſpoſed to think of, tem- 

porary ſatisfactions are no ſatisfaction 
to me; the careſſes of a wanton can 
give little delight but to a mind de- 
praved, and to acquire thoſe of the 
innocent (or who might be innocent 
but for my ſnares) is a piece of de- 
liberate cruelty, in which, I hope, 
hall never find an inclination to in- 
ago myſelf; few- have I known, 

9 
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(however they may for a time have 


waved reflection) but in a ſeries of 


promiſcuous connexions, have in the 
end nm ICE to er 
that 


6 Amid the N fierce reſentment raiſes ' 
4 Her ſnaky creſt,” 


For my part J 40 * Mrs. Stro- 


thard, determined not to repent, 
though not from the ſame motives, 
but becauſe I will not (if. I continue 
to have that power over my heart 
which I have hitherto maintained) 


adopt a conduct that ſhall ſubje& me 
to repentance; I am not certain that 


this abſtemiouſneſs from a folly to 
which moſt young men are addicted, 
proceeds from innate: virtue, but it 
proceeds, I believe, from a principle 


not 
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not leſs pure the already abandon- 
ed, however extenſively lovely, can 


only excite my pity fortheir wretched. 


tate; and thoſe I have reaſon to be- 
lieve virtuous from their general con- 
duct, their virtue renders ſacred; 
there certainly is a degree of females 
between both, with whom a paſhon- 
ate worſhipperof the ſex might amuſe 
+ himſelf without either wounding his 
honour or effending his delicacy ; 
but thoſe are a ſpecies of women who 
ſeldom poſleſs very captivating pow- 


ers, a kind of amphibious character, 


neither amorous enough for a miſtreſs, 
or chaſte enough for a wife, poſſeſſ- 
ing the frailty of the former without 


its faſcinations; in ſhort, a fort of 


| inf] pid being for whoſe endearments 

it can never be worth while to ſwell 
the * of ones ſins, and with 

| whom 
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whom I never found in myſelf the 
ſmalleſt wiſh to aſſociate. 


I could deſcribe to you juſt the 
mind calculated to make me happy, 
nay, I am even perſuaded that ſuch 
an one 1s united to the lovely phan- 
tom which occupies my thoughts 
and wiſhes, for the mild graces beam- 
ing from the moſt expreſſive eyes 
that painter ever copied, beſpeak a 
rich fund of mental beauties as in- 
valuable-as the ſplendid caſket which 
contains them. | 


Such a treaſure I fear the fates 
have not reſerved for me; but till I 
find thoſe extenſive ideas of perfec- 
tion realized in ſome other form 
equally lovely, (a matter not likely 


to happen while that ſo much in- 
_ | 
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grofſes my heart) I abjure all con- 
nexions but thoſe of friendſhip with | 
a ſex, which, (maugre the ſang froid 
attributed to me by Mrs. Strothard) 

I was never. deſigned to love with 
mediocrity.— But I will not torment 

you with a deſcription of ſentiments 

you are already pretty well acquaint- 
ed with, and which you will of 
courſe acknowledge, as uſual, are too 
autres for any one to envy me. 


: 
: 


In a few days we return to the 
Abbey, when, if I can find no em- 
ployment more amuſive, you may 
expect to hear from me again, 


CARTERET, 


I had nearly forgotten to congratu- 
late you on your newly acquired paſ- 
fion ; 
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ſion ; the object of it has my ſecond- 
beſt wiſhes, (for charity. begins at 
home) and I cannot employ them bet- 
ter than in praying that ſhe may attain 
a perfect victory over a heart, which, 
with all its oddities, poſſeſſes a ſuffi- 
cient ſhare of amiable qualites to ren- 


der the conqueſt valuable. 


LE T- 
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LETTER X. 
SAME TO THE SAME. 


G—— Athy. 


(90D Heavens, Frederick, what 

a diſcovery ! I have at laſt be- 
held the dear original of the charm- 
ing portrait I've ſo long fondly che- 
riſhed. 


But in what a fituation have I 
found her! Ah, that's the ſting ! 
in ſuch an one, my friend, as affords 
not the moſt trifling twig of comfort 
on which to build my hopes. 

2 Found 
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Found her too, if poſſible, more 
ſuperlatively lovely than even my 
moſt ſanguine idea had pictured her; 
but alas! the roſe blooms not for 
me; however, let me be methodical, 
that I may give you a proper concep- 
tion of the pangs which rent my 
breaſt, on finding myſelf totally ex- 
cluded from the ſweet hopes of ever 
exhaling its delicious odours. 


In a day or two after we got home, 
{ aſked my father if he meant to be 


the laſt who congratulated the Duke 


on his return to England) No, 
but I will not be among the firſt 
« who are ridiculous enough to con- 
64 gratulate him on n his 9 * 


Then you do not mean, my 


« Lord, to viſit the caſtle. for foms 


time to come.“ 
„I believe 


| 
| 
1 
' 
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- 


144 THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE. 


2) 


* 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


3 


e am convinced even his ſuperior 


& 


66 


I believe not; but if you with 
to ſee your grandfather, I have no 
objection to your doing ſo ; fool- 
iſh as he has rendered himſelf in 
the eyes of the world, ſtill our 
affinity 1s the ſame, and the ten- 
derneſs he has ever ſhewn you, 
renders a viſit on your part entire- 
ly indiſpenſible; make what ex- 
cuſe for me you think proper, but 
at preſent I am beſt at home, as I 


age would not prevent me from 
cc 


ſome ſevere animadverſions on the 


abſurdity of his conduct. 


1 made no attempt to alter his 
Lordſhip's determination, it was fuf- 
ficient he did not wiſh to influence 
me; and thinking that the ſooner I 


made my appearance at the caſtle, 


the 
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the more reſpe& it would. ſhew ; I 
ordered my horſes to be ready early 
thenext morning, propoſing to break- 
faſt there, as it was but a ſhort ride 
from. the. Abbey, and ſuch a viſit 
was better adapted to my humour. 
than a more ceremonious one. 


Whether by ſome means or other 
I miſtook an hour, or whether my 
heart, actuated by ſome ſecret im- 
pulſe, eager to meet its happinels, 
carried me with more than uſual ve- 
locity I know not, but I was almoſt 
at the end of my journey, all that 
time ſooner than I had intended. 


Thinking I ſhould be rather too 
early, as the family by that time 
could be hardly ſtirring, I deſired my 
ſervant to lead the horſes ſlowly on, 

VOL, 11. H and 
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arid 3 in order to protract my arrival at 
the caſtle till a more ſeaſonable hour, 
I took a little ramble about the en- 


virons of the Park, amuſing myſelf 


in reviewing ſomeimprovements that 


have been lately made. 


AsT paſled a ſmall encloſure at the 
extremity of a wood which bounds 
the Duke's eſtate, I ſaw ſeveral men 


employed in pulling up the roots of 


ſome old oaks that had been long ſince 
hewn. 


On approaching nearer, one of 
them particularly engaged my atten- 
tion, and my heart muſt have been 
formed of materials knotty as the 
timber at which he toiled, had I not 
been affected at obſerving each ſtroke 


of his pick axe accompanied by a 


briny tear. 


I ſtood 


,- 9 "AE Wk. An 
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I ſtood ſome moments contemplat- 
ing his ſun-burnt face, in which was 
viſibly depicted the moſt heart-felt 
grief; and then, thinking he might 
be mourning ſome ſecret loſs which 
my enquiries would only tendtobring 
more. cloſely to his remembrance, 
walked on to the fartheſt of his com- 
panions, whom I interrogated on the 
ſubject of his diſtreſs. 


No wonder he wept, it was indeed 
a diſtreſs of the moſt poignant kind. 
The poor fellow had long rented a 
little dairy of Sir Philip M, bat 


an increaſing family, the death of his 
two beſt kine, and ſeveral ſmaller 


lofles, prevented him from being 


punctual as heretofore in the payment 
of his rent; his landlord, however, 


too humane to take advantage of his 


H 2 misfortunes 


2 
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misfortunes, ſuffered him to remain 
in his bargain, and he ſtill toiled on 
in hopes of better times. 


- Unfortunately for the wretched 
family, Sir Philip died, and his ſuc- 
ceſſor poſſeſſing leſs of the milk of 
human kindneſs, inſiſted on their 
quitting his premiſes immediately, 
and to add to their affliction cruelly 
deſtrajned their ſtock for the arrears, 


Thus h of their uſual 
3 of ſubſiſtence, they became 
the prey of complicated diſtreſs, and 
but for the humanity of Benſley, 
ſteward to the hoſpitable Duke of 
, who orders all to be employ- 
ed who aſk for work, they muſt {till 
have wanted bread ; © This“ conti- 


nued the ſympathizing narrator, . is 
6 | | $4 6 the 


f 
; 
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Lad 


the third day the poor fellow has 
% worked among us, and in all that 
« time has never appeared with a dry 
« eye, or a bit more chearful than 
« your honour now ſees him.“ 


«© But why does he weep now,” 
aſked I, ſince Providence has given 
„ him a maſter who will empioy 


him and amply repay his labour. 


& Aye, your honour, but he has 
© ther caufes to mourn, his faith ful 


« Mary, who has been the beſt of 


% wives, is now languiſhing on a 
«© bed of ſtraw, ſurrounded by four 
„ helpleſs children, the poor wo- 


man took the cruelty of her land- 
lord ſo much to heart, that what 


«© with that and being half ſtarved, 
© the has never looked up ſince, and 
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& as all that he can earn will but 
& buy them bread, he cries to think 
& he muſt ſee her die without the 
power of procuring her any relief; 
e he ſays he has been twice to the 
doctor who lives in the next village, 
but he will not come to look at 
& her, unleſs he could give him a 
“ fee, or get ſomebody to anſwer for 
his paying it in future.“ 


Inhuman monſter !” exclaimed 
1, and giving the man ſomething for 
his information, I enquired where 
the unhappy family lived, at the 
ſame time putting a trifle into his 
hand, which I begged he would give 
his companion to procure his poor 
wife that aſſiſtance he wiſhed to af- 
ford her; but as 1 had ſtill half an 
hour upon my hands, I determined 
never- 
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nevertheleſs to look in upon her as L 
went by, and if I found her ſituation 
ſuch as had been deſcribed, endeavour 
to ſerve them more effectually; for 
diſtreſſes which are not derived from 
imprudence, but the inflictions of 
providence, or the cruelty of man, 
ever claim my warmeſt pity. 


The place to which the labourer 
had directed me was on the other fide 
of the wood, thither I directly turn- 
ed my ſteps, and on reaching a little 
clay - built hovel, ſo ruinous that 
it would hardly ſerve to ſhelter its 
wretched inhabitants either from ſun 
or rain, rapped againſt the threſhold 
with my_whip, for of a door there 
remained not the ſmalleſt veſtige. 


H 4 A child 


7 
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A child about five years old came 
running towards me, and aſked what 
I pleaſed to want? 


3 Vour mother, my dear, re- 
plied I, “is ſhe within ? | 

« O yes, Sir, but ſhe is fo bad 
„ ſhe cannot get up, if you walk 
« into the back place you may ſee 
6« her FRongh. 


66 Where is your father then?“ 
ſaid 1 following my little guide. 68 


Gone out to work to get us bread; 
but my poor mammy can't eat 
„that, ſo ſhe goes without,“ and 
the poor thing * to weep. 


4% That's 
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& That's ſad, indeed, but don't 
% cry, I will give her what ſhall buy 
« her ſomething better.” 


Thefe words of comfort reached 
the poor woman's ears, who, on my 
entering the place, raiſe& herſelf on 
her miſerable conch, and pointed to- 

wards a broken chair which ſtood 
beſide it; the pale and haggard ſpec- 
tacle the exhibited, convinced me her 
ſufferings had not been exaggerated, 
FE ſeated myſelf that ſhe might feel 
more at eaſe, and bidding her be of 
good comfort, told her I had heard 
her ſtory, and would endeavour to - 
make her a friend who ſhould reſtore 
her former comforts, and with 
them, hoped, for the ſake of her 
helpleſs little ones, ſhe would ſoon 
recover her health; in the mean time 


H 5 gave 
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gave her ſomething as an earneſt of 
my future good intentions. 


The poor creature thanked me 
with ſpeechleſs gratitude, and the 
children were dancing round me with 
innocent teſtimonies of joy, when 
two females appeared at the outer 
door of the hovel. 


The little girl who had introduced 
me, flew inftantly towards them, 
exclaiming as ſhe ran, Tis the la- 
« dy, mammy, who gave me ſix- 
* pence yeſterday in the park, ſhe 
« ſaid ſhe would come and ſee you 
% when I told her where we lived.“ 


« God is very good to us, faint- 
ly exclaimed her mother, and the 
ladies inſtantly entered her chamber. 


As 
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As there was no other ſeat but 
that occupied by myſelf, I immedi- 
ately aroſe, and telling the good 
woman I ſhould ſoon ſee her again, 
was about to retire that I might not 
be an interruption to their benevolent 
intentions, when inſtinctively dire&- 
ing my eye towards them, I beheld in 
the features of the youngeſt all thoſe 
faſcinating charms, the refemblance 
of which I had ſo long worn next my 
heart. 


Judge my emotions they for 
ſome moments deprived me of power 
to parſue my ſteps, and when ſome- 
what recovered, want of reſolution 
ſucceeded want of ſtrength, I crawl- 
ed into the outer room, but not-a 
ſtep further would my reluctant feet 
_ convey me from my happineſs, and 
Hs thee 
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there ſeating myſelf on an old cheſt, 
I contemplated at a diſtance the moſt 
lovely object luxuriant nature ever 
formed. a 


As there was nothing to hide them 
from my view, I obſerved the elder, 
whoſe dreſs though - neat, ſpoke her 
of inferior rank to her companion, 
took out of a handkerchief ſhe 
brought in her hand, ſeveral little 
parcels, a bottle of wine, and vari- 
. ous other articles proper for an inva- 
lid; while the youngeft in accents 
tender as the gentle heart from 
whence they ſprung, enquired into 
the nature of her complaints, told 
her the would ſend her more effectu- 
al relief in a day or two, and in the 
mean time defired ſhe would let her 
huſband provide ſomebody to take 
care of herſelf and children, 


She 
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She then took her attendant by 
the arm and walked out of the hovel, 
her ſweet eyes beaming that inef- 
fable ſatis faction which ever accom- 
panies the reflection of having alle- 
viated the —_— of a fellow 
creature. 


I ſtill maintained my poſt, bowing 
reſpectfully to them as they - paſted 
me, and though certain the enquiry 
was a fruitleſs one, as ſoon as they 
were gone, I interrogated both the 
mother and child on a ſubject, they 
were as much unacquainted with as 


myſelf. 


I then turned my ſteps towards 
the Park, hoping to trace their ſteps, 
but finding the gate neareſt the wood 
was locked, had ſome way to walk 


roynd 
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round before I could reach the caſtle, 
and though it was but a few minutes 
the ladies had gone out before me, I 
had quite loft ſight of them, fo that 
I had no hopes of arriving at the de- 
fired information, but by repeating 
my viſits to theobject of their humane 


attentions. 


Who, or what they were J could 
not by any means ſuggeſt, but the 
preſent inſtance was a ſufficient ſpe- 
cimen of the goodneſs of a heart 
which mine had ever pictured pure. 


As they came on foot, was plain 
they could not reſide at any great 
diſtance, yet how it was poſlible they 
could be inhabitants of the place and 
my heart not have led me to it in- 
Ane before, was a queſtion 1 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral times aſked it as I walked 
along. 


There are ſeveral elegant little 
houſes about the environs of the 
Park, tenanted by people of fortune, 
though not of rank, and in ſome - 
one of them, I was perſuaded, dwelt 
the lovely girl, and if ſo, it certainly 
(I thought) would not be long before 
I was bleſt with a fight of her, though 
I was not again ſo fortunate as to 
meet her at the cottage, with theſe 
conſolatory reflections, and now and 
then a peep at a portrait was con- 
vinced could have been drawn from 
no other female, as no other was half 
ſo lovely, 'I at length arrived at the 
Duke's. | . 


His Grace had not then left his 
chamber, but on hearing 1 was there, 
came 
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came down with the utmoſt affection 
to welcome me, and preſently after 
introduced me to a gentleman about 
twenty years younger than himſelf, 
whom he told me ;jocoſely ihe had 
the happineſs to call his father, 


Though I had never ſeen Mr. Vil- 
leroy before, there was ſomething ſo 
familiar in his features that I could 
hardly help thinking him an old 
acquaintance, and from the reſpect- 
able appearance of the father, began 

to hope the daughter was not of that 
deſpicable rank of females who mar- 
ry merely to conceal their vices and 
inhance their fortunes, and greatly 
as my mind was engaged in reflect- 
ing on the fair unknown, I will con- 
feſs that thoſe reflections admitted of 
a momentary ſuſpenſion in. my im- 
patience to ſee the Ducheſs. 
= hs F be- 
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I believe I awkwardly ſtammered 
out ſomething like a congratulation 
which introduced the W. ng of their 


marriage. 


« Well, Ned, cried the Duke, 
« with infinite good humour, and 
« when you heard 1 had at theſe 
« years again turned Benedict, did 
« you not join with the world in 
„laughing at my folly ?” 


Had I even thought it one, my 
« Lord, I ſhould have been the laſt 
« to have laughed at it, ſince the fol- 
« lies of thoſe who are dear to us 
can never be a proper ſubject of 
« gur mirth; but as it would have 
« been the firſt action of your life 
« that could be ranked under that 
{66 denomination, though ſurprized 
er at 
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& at an event ſo unexpected, I did 
& not preſume to arraign the wiſdom 
& of one whom I am conſcious never 
e acts without a ſufficient motive.” 


& The world in general, Ned, are 
& not ſo candid, however, on its 
e opinion does not entirely depend 
* our happineſs : 


© One felf-approving hour whole years outweighs 
Of idle ſtarers and of loud huzza's.” Hb 


I believe your favourite Rouſſeau | 
married about my age, and on his | 
% death-bed made his wife promiſe | 
& ſhe would never marry another | 


old man; but I do not tatend to a 
„exact a ſimilar one from mine, I 6 
4 ſhall only intreat her after my de- 0 
ceaſe never to give her hand to c 
one ſhe leſs eſteems, and then I 4 
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truſt, ſhe will at leaſt not be to- 
tally unhappy. The beſt excuſe 


I can make for what the world 


may term an abſurdity is the merit 
of the object, which is to me an 
attraction far more irrefiſtable 
than the moſt redundant beauty, 
though in the latter, I believe, 
the Duchefs excels many; but 1 
can aſſure you, Ned, with infinite 
ſincerity, it was the leaſt part of 
my inducement, which I am per- 
ſuaded you will believe after a 
ſhort acquaintance with her vir- 
tues. I can't think, my good 
friend,” turning to Mr. Villeroy 


who liſtened with rapture to thofe 
eulogiums on his daughter, what 


cc 


cc 


46 


is become of our Clara this morn- 


ing, ſhe generally is in the break- 


faſt· room earlier than this. 
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At that inſtant a footman threw 


open the door, his Grace aroſe, and 


with the agility of ſixteen, flew to 


meet his bride, 


« Here Ned is my apology, this, 
* my deareſt Clara, is my grandſon, 
„a young man whoſe merit, I hope, 


« you will find I have not exagge- 


«& rated. 


Great God ! what were my emo- 


tions to ſee in my grandmother the 


lovely girl I had juſt encountered at 


the cottage ; no wonder that the face 


of her father had appeared ſo familiar 


to me, ſince it ſo much reſembled 


- hers: 


A miſt fwam before my eyes, I 


could not even pay her the compli- 


ments 


) 
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ments of congratulation, but after 
two attempts to ſpeak, the ſentence 
died upon my lips, and with difficul- 
ty regaining my ſeat, I remained ſome 
minutes in a ſtate better imagined - 


than deſcribed. 


Whether the cauſe of theſe ſudden 
emotions were obvious, I cannot tell, 
but I was ſtill more embarraſſed to 
ſee myſelf the object of their joint 
attentions, 


After ſwallowing a gulp of water, 
I found myſelf ſomewhat better, and 
to prevent any ſuſpicions on the 
cauſe of my ſudden indiſpoſition, at- 
tributed it to having walked ſome 
time in the ſun previous to my ar- 
a. * 


The 
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The excuſe was apparently credit- 
ed, and by degrees I externally re- 
ſumed my compoſure, but my heart 
was torn with inward anguiſh, nor 
could my thoughts revert to any 
other ſubje& but the diſappointment 
of my moſt ſanguine hopes. 


After tenderly enquiring how they 
had flept, the charming Ducheſs, 
blooming as a Hebe, her cheeks 
bluſhing freſh beauties from her ear- 
ly walk, ſeated herſelf between her 
father and the Duke, and diſmiſſing 
the attendants, (as is, I find her cuſ- 
tom) performed the honours of her 
tea-table with all the chearfulneſs of 
a mind at eaſe, and who, deſpiſing 


the empty pageantries of ſtate, ſeeks 


pleaſure more refined in the uninter- 
rupted converſation of its deareſt 
friends. 


The 
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The eyes of the two old men were 
fixed on her with a kind of religious 
rapture, while ſhe related to them 
the different occurrences attending 
her morning's ramble, but when ſhe 
came to that of her viſit to the wretch- 


ed family I have ſpoken of, a tear of 


ſenſibility graced the pathetic tale, 
and looking firſt at the Duke, and 
then at me, ſhe added, with a glance 


which thrilled to my very foul, 


« But that gentleman, my Lord, 
© can better deſcribe to you their 
t“ diſtreſsful ſtate than I can, for the 
% beneficence he inherits from his 
« grand-fire, had led him there be- 


4 fore I came, and the recent relief 


„he had afforded their afflicted mo- 
« ther, was viſible by the joyful ef 
« fufions of her infant groupe, there- 


« fore I cannot attribute to myſelf 
% the 
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& the ſole merit of making them 
„ happy, but to find them ſo by the 
* means of one equally dear to you, 
& 1s a ſatisfaction which more than 
„ compenſates.” 


I bowed to the charming woman 
as ſhe pronounced this eulogy, and 
apologized for an inattention I ſhould 
not at that time have been guilty of, 
had I known how nearly I had the 
honour of being related to her: here, 
you may believe, Frederick, an in- 
voluntary ſigh eſcaped me, and the 
_ converſation immediately became ge- 
neral. | 


From any other female ſuch a 
compliment would have appeared like 
a bait to extort another, but here it 
was the genuine effects of a mind 
41 enamoui- 
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enamoured of benevolence and in- 
tereſted in the happineſs of its Lord; 
nor did ſhe, I really believe, at that 


moment conſider that what called for 


a panegyrick on me, mult at the ſame 
time draw one upon herſelf, 


Never did I ſee ſuch a happy uni- 


on of narvete and elegance blended in 
one female; how different both in 


conduCt and appearance had my pre- 
judiced imagination pictured the wo- 
man who had been thus ſuddenly 
raiſed to ſuch an exalted ſphere. 


But a mind-like hers 1 


no exaltation; nothing can agrandize 
what is already noble. 


When the tea equipage was remov- 
ed, the bill of fare was brought f in, 
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in which ſhe made ſome trifling al- 
teration, and then, at the requeſt of 
the Duke, (who ſeemed to take a pe- 
culiar ſatisfaction in diſplaying to 
me her various perfections) ſat down 
to her Piano- forte and played ſeveral 
modern compoſitions in the moſt 


maſterly ſtile of execution. 


This was too much for human 
nature to ſupport, there needed not 
the additional 'powers of muſic to 
ſoften a heart already too ſuſceptible 
of her charms. 


How I looked I know not, but my 
ſenſations are indefinable, ſo incor- 
porate was pain with pleaſure. 


Happy old man! I could hardly 


help exclai ming, while her enrap- 
ttured 


THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE, 171 


tured Lord gazed on her with a de- 
light which ſeemed to renew his 
youth, to be as thou art gladly 


would I exchange the joys of five 
and twenty for the wrinkles of four 


ſcore, one year paſſed in the elyſium 


thou haſt attained, is ſuperior to a 
thouſand dreary ones ſuch as in future 


muſt be mine. 


Whether my features were too ex- 
preflive of my ſentiments, I cannot 


tell, but while intenſely gazing on 


her charming face, her eyes acci- 
dentally met mine, and. reverting 


them inſtantly to her muſic, while 


a vivid bluth irradiated her cheeks, 


the continued playing for ſome time 


without bleſſing me with another 
glance, and very ſoon afterwards 
aroſe and retired to dreſs. 
1 2 His 
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His Grace then propoſed a walk, 
but excufingmyſelf on account ofbe- 
ing already rather fatigued, while he 
is gone with Mr. Villeroy to inſpect 
ſome improvements in the Park, I 
ſit down to acquaint you with the 
-rivation of all my happineſs. 


Heavens! Frederick, what an af. 
fliction! to have found this long lov- 
ed angel at a time in which the is 
loſt to me for ever: Ah! whither 
ſhall I hide myſelf from the: purſuit 
of this * eee L;ity - 


Where, where did this peculiarly 
favoured mortal diſcover this ineſti- 
mable treaſure? though a foreigner 
ſhe ſpeaks the language of our coun- 
try with the fluency and correctneſs 
of a native, poſſeſſes at once the 
ſprightly 


% - - 
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ſprightly vivacity of a Pariſian, unit- 
ed to the characteriſtic delicacy and 
gare of a. n. | 
If I may zug from * appear 
ance, ſhe cannot be more than eigh- 
teen; is it not extraordinary then, 
that in: all the bloom of youth and 
beauty, ſhe ſhould conſecrate her 
days to the ſociety of old age! it is 
true, there are few old men more 
amiable than the Duke, but in an 
union of perſons ſome regard to years 
is neceſſary to inſure happineſs; ſuch 
a diſparity in a friend is immaterial, 
but in a huſbandi it muſt ſurely be a 
conſideration. that takes place of ma- 
ny others. 
: 8 | 
The eſteem: of a worthy man at 
— ſtage of life muſt be eſtimable 
it] » 1:3 6:3) to 
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to a virtuous heart, but the tender- 
neſs of the” moſt finiſhed piece of an- 
tiquity that ever. nature exhibited, 
muſt be as naturally -diſguſting to a 
delicate mind. To be the voluntary 
object of ſuch imperfect felicity is an 
idea I know not how to annex with 
the purity which ſeems to animate 
every word and action of this lovely 
woman; yet is ſhe not married to a 
man four times as old as herſelf? 
and not only married, but apparently 
fatisfied with her lot: no; ſatisfied is 
not ſufficiently expreſſive of her fen- 
ſations, for does ſhe not even appear 
to regard him with the chaſtened 
tenderneſs of a heart which knows 
no pleaſure ſuperior to that of con- 
tributing to his happinels ? 
She muſt either be the moſt finiſh- 
ed hypocrite that nature ever form- 
ed, 
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ed, or poſſeſs the moſt eccentric taſte 
that the capricious dame ever thought 
proper to beſtow on any of the ſex. 


To decide with certainty is im- 
poſſible at ſuch a coup d oeil, and the 
ſtudy of her character will be too 
dangerous to purſue, unleſs begun 
with impartiality : flight then 1s my 
only reſource, yet will not her hea- 
yenly form and ſyren voice purſue 
me as my ſhadow ? long attached to 


her portrait, a view of the original 


has ſtill more enchained my heart, 
and to wreſt it from its conqueror 
requires more than human efforts. 


I muſt now throw aſide my pen to 
make ſome little alteration in my ap- 
pearance, which 1s quite as derange 


as my thoughts ; in a few days you 
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will probably hear from me again; 
for is it poſſible to avoid talking on 
the only ſubject which can for a 
moment intereſt the mind of 


Your il'-fat:d 


CARTERET * 


WY) Xo 
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. # 7 * 


EE. PN ER MI. 


SAME TO- THE SAME. 


JS! f [51 | 
EAR with: me, Denbeigh, 
though I tire you with repeti- 
tion; in return, I 'give you leave to 
talk: of Lady Lucy till the en | 
eccho with her praiſe. . 


This charming Ducheſs is an angel 
ſent to bleſs all who know her but 
your friend; ſhort as has been her 
abode at the caſtle, ſhe is idolized by 
every part of the family; and: inftead 
of W a marriage ſo diſpro- 

15 Por- 
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portionate, the whole neighbourhood 
ſeem to rejoice that heaven has given 
them a lady in whom the virtues of 
their patron are not only expanded, 

but will probably be continued them 
for years to come. 


The father is little leſs beloved 
than the daughter, both are reſpected 
with a degree of enthuſiaſm, and an 
old ſervant who came over. from 
France with them, (the ſame I ſaw 
with her Grace at the cottage) is al- 
moſt as high in their eſteem. 


And why—becauſe inſtead of fee- 
ing him return, as their fears had 
ſuggeſted, with a giddy high-flown 
woman of faſhion, who married but 
to enhance her ſphere of diſſipation, 
and whoſe arrival would be followed 

by 


. 
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by a total revolution in the family, 


they beheld him accompanied by one, 


in mind not leſs angelic than in per- 
ſon; who reſpecting the dignity of 
grey hairs, thinks ſhe cannot be bet- 
ter attended than by thoſe who have 
ſo many years faithfully ſerved her 


Lord, and inſtead of exerting over 


them a ſupercilious authority, by the 
engaging affability of her conduct 
gains the hearts of all around her. 


When I had finiſhed my laſt, and 
threw off my riding dreſs, I follow- 
ed the Duke and his friend into the 
Park, but as they had taken a differ- 
ent path, I had not the good luck to 
ſtumble on them in my walk. 


In returning I met Benſley, a 
man whoſe ſteady attachment to the 
I 6 intereſt 
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intereſt of his Lord has always recom- 
mended him greatly to my eſteem; 
and after ehatting with him tne 


time on indifferent ſubjects, F aſked 
"WP he had no little bargain- vacant 


which hethought would ſuit the un- 


fortunate- man who had been reduc- 


ed to: ſuch diſtreſs by the inhuma- 


I have, my Lord; and am but 


juſt returning from carrying him the 


comfortable news that our benevolent 
Lady will ſtock it for him out of her 
own Fin purſe, and give him the 
firſt year's rent as an encouragement 
to his induſtry; her commands ak 
ways give me pleaſure, but this was 
a particular ſatisfaction to me, as I. 
know he deſerves her bounty. 
N 

g Ami- 
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Amiable woman! involuntarily 


eſcaped my lips - 


« Ves, ſhe is indeed, my Lord; 


there is not a day paſſes but ſhe 


draws ſome freſh bleſſing on herſelf 
and all that belongs to her: never, 
I believe, were a couple better 


diipoſed towards their fellow orea- 


tures, and it 1s-a thouſand pities . 
there is. not as great: a ſimilarity. 
in their age as ſentiments; I have 


often thought it a wonder ſuch 


a ſweet: young lady ſhould marry 


one ſo much older than herſelf, 


but when I confider that ſhe is ſo 
different from moſt ladies of her 
age, I am not much ſurprized at 
it neither, for what his Grace 


wants in youth is made up in good- 
neſs, andꝰ tis that doubtleſs which 


„ induced 
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6 ze her to give him her hand: 
«© when ſhe firſt came here, we ex- 
« pected the poor old caſtle would 
have been turned topſy turvy, 
6 every thing modernized, and that 
« new faces, like muſhrooms, 
« would ſpring up at every corner; 
but on the contrary, her Grace 
„ ſeems to have a veneration for 
& every thing that is antique; I be- 
% lieve herſelf and one of the houſe- 
% keepers maids are the only people 
4+ about the place who have not lived 
at leaſt half a century; and bleſt 
with ſuch a lady I think we all 
« bid fair to hold out the other half: 
«© *tis a thouſand pities, (added ho- 
« neft Benſley again) that the Duke 
6 is not a little younger, or that he 
% had found ſuch a treaſure twenty 
years ago—odd fo ! but] forget; I 
“ hope, 


* ” 


THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE. 183 


« hope, my Lord you will forgive a 
« with ſo detrimental to your in- 
6 tereſt. 2: 


e There needs no apology, Ben- 
4 Ney, it is natural for a good man 
« to wiſh for the propagation of vir- 
« tue; I rejoice as much as any one 
% that his Grace has made ſuch a 
« worthy choice; what little I have 
% ſeen of the Ducheſs, indeed very 
« powerfully diſplays the goodneſs 
« of her heart; when I met her this 
«< morning at the cottage in the ex- 
& erciſe of | benevolence, I had not 
e the leaſt ſuſpicion of her rank, as 
few ladies of quality riſe ſo early, 
& and fewer ſtill, however chari- 


. 


* 


« tably diſpoſed; take the trouble of 


« a perſonal diſtribution of their 
* bounty.” - 
- No, 


— — ——ů— — — — — D — a ” ae” = Tat. wes: — , 4 
: — —— — 5. —U — — £ + © xy 2 


184 TIE PLATONI1C ; MARRJ AGEs 


«©: No, very few, indeed, my 
„ Lord, a. thouſand pities for mau- 
« kind there is not many ſuch, if 
e there were, charity would not be 
& {5 much abuſed, or. ſo many go 
60 unrelieved whoſe claims on the 


„ benevolent are often Ser than 


| 5 * who receive it. 


on a ee 0 aratefol: to my 


Pe I-could willingly have chatted 


ſome time longer, but the firſt din- 
ner bell reminding me of the hour; 
with my whole. heart oocupied by 
the idea of this charming woman, I 


dejectedly meaſured back my 0 


towards the caſtle. 
The ohl:gentlimdanegiothbiebe- 
fore; me, and a few minutes after 
my return, the lovely idol of. their 


hearts 


ck % bw < 
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hearts deſcended from her dreſſing- 

room, to which ſhe had retired more 
from cuſtom than any view of adorn- 
ment, for ſcorning the ſuperficial aids 
of the toilet, the is indebted only to 
nature for her charms, nor aims to 


heighten them by borrowed luſtre. 


Her habit, like her manners, 
ſimply elegant, ſerves more to diſ- 
play the purity of her heart than a 
love of ſplendor ; tis not to the ex- 
ternal ſhe'truſts for admiration, but 
noble in mind, ſhe leaves to little 
fouls the pomp of dreſs, 


Nor thinks that greatneſs in diſtinction lies, 
Or in the teather, wave it e'er ſo high.“ 


Thoſe ſums which her generous Lord 


1o 7 pours into her lap, ſhe 
would. 
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would think ill applied in perſonal 
gratifications ; yet what greater ones 
are there to a virtuous mind than 
thoſe which continually ſpring from 
the practice of benevolence ? 


Think, Frederick, what muſt be 
the fenſations of your poor friend 
while ſeated at the right hand of this 
incomparable woman, (the only wo- 
man who had ever taught his heart 
to ſigh). and honoured with all thoſe 
polite attentions to which the grand- 
ſon of her Lord is, naturally entitled. 


Mortifying affinity! and doubly 
ſo would it appear, but that it pro- 
cures me the ſatisfaction of being 
treated with a degree of friendly fa- 
miliarity which is peculiarly: ſooth- 
ing to my hopeleſs heart. 10 

| With 
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With a mind ſo totally ingroſſed 
by the idea of thoſe beauties I could 
then at leiſure contemplate, you 
may be ſure I was more inclined to 


gaze than do honour to the repaſt be- 


fore me. 


X Thrice had my plate been remov- 
ed with its contents untouched, when 
my want of appetite being remarked 
by the Dake, his amiable wife with 
a countenance expreſſive of the kind- 
eſt folicitude for my health, preſſed 
me to eat of almoſt every diſh before 


me, and the pleaſure of receiving it 


from her hands, at length prevailed 


on me to comply, though the only 


food I coveted, was to dwell unin- 
terruptedly on the . of her 
charts. 8 


After 
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After dinner we all repaired to a 
little grotto at the extremity of the 
pleaſure ground, where we amuſed 
ourtelves about an hour in viewing 
ſome beautiful. ſhell-work compoſed: 
of wreaths of natural flowers, which 
I found were in part the infant pro- 
duction of a hand that is ever uſe- 
fully or elegantly employed, and 
had been finiſhed ſince her marriage 
in compliance with the wiſhes of the 
Duke, who has tlie ſtrongeſt paſſion 
for works of fancy; in every ſpecies 
of which, his Ducheſs ſhews a ſu- 
penority of taſte which is ſo ſeldom 
attained by a ſex. whoſe inſtability 
generally nips the bud of genius be- 


fore it has proper time for ex panſion. 
| IP . 


This receſs was ever a favourite 
retirement of his Grace in his hours 
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of contemplation, and now embel- 
liſhed by his Clara appears to have 


received additional attractions. 


Tis there this reſpectable trio 
often paſs their afterneons in ſimpli- 
city, better, according with their 
ideas of happineſs, than the — 
ebe and the green roof. 


A heDecheſs deals amuſes her- 


ſelf either with her needle or her 


pencil, while her venerable com- 


panions beguile the fleeting hours 
with ſome amuſive author. 


If no company happens to drop in, 


mufic fills up the remainder of the 


evening, and after a temperate” re- 
paſt the day is finiſhed by a fervent 


n the beſtower of all happi- 


* | _ nels 
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neſs, in which they are joined by all 
the domeſtics, and uncommon as it 
may appear, every part of the fami- 
ly retires before eleven. 


The miſtreſs of this well- regulat- 
ed manſion, ſeldom leaves her apart- 
ment later than ſix, and employs the 
interval between that and the hour 
of breakfaſt in works of piety and 
benevolent excurſions round the vil- 
lage, in which ſhe is ever accompa- 
nied by Dinah, a faithful old ſer- 
vant, who has attended her from in- 
fancy, and now reaps the reward of 
her fidelity in being treated as a 
friend rather than a-domeſtic. 


When the mornings are fine they 
always walk, for this lovely woman, 
too ſenſible of the bleſſing of health 
ih 7: 


1 


l 
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to prefer the luxury of a carriage to 
the moſt ſalutary of exerciſes, never 
makes uſe of one in her early ram- 
bles, but when-the weather will not 


conveniently admit of the latter. 


The pleaſure ſhe experiences from 
this unmodern diſpoſal of her time, 
is evident, ſince the placidity of her 
heart diffuſes itſelf over her features, 
and gives a continual glow of ſatis- 
faction to her charming face. 


Moſt of the ſurrounding families 
had before paid their viſit of congra- 
tulation, but ill health having con- 
fined Lady Lanſdowne, hers hap- 
pened to be deferred till the day of 


my arrival, 


We were in the grotto when the 


ſervant announced her Ladyſhip's 
arrival, 
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arrival, and when we entered the 
drawing-room, found her attended 
by two other ladies who are inmates 
of her family, and Lord George 


Wentworth. 


The lovely Ducheſs, ſtill retaining 
that charaQeriſtic eaſe. which ſo pe- 
culiarly marks her conduct, received 
her noble viſitors with all the grace- 
ful dignity of one accuſtomed to the 
etiquette of a court, yet devoid of 
that troubleſome attention to the i- 
nutias of politeſſe, which from being 
carried to an extreme, ſometimes 
contributes to render good breeding 
painful. 


The ladies had, I dare ſay, been 
taught to expect a beauty, but had 
no conce 8 of beholding ſuch a 
redundant 
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redundant ſhare of native lovelineſs 
unaided by external decoration; they 
ſeemed to eye her with blended admi- 
ration and aſtoniſnment, as if unable 
to perfuade themfelves it was poſſible 
to be ſo infinitely charming without 


the cuſtomary embelliſhments | of 


beauty; and then reverting to the 
laboured elegance of their own ſweet 
perſons, recoiled at the compariſon, 


| abaſhed to behold her 10 n 


attractive. 


As to their chaperon, who piques 
himfelf on his contempt of a fex in 
whom he has hitherto difcovered but 
a ſmall ſhare of perfection, he ap- 
peared to beimprefſed with a ſimilar 


awe to that which is inſpired by the 


1 te of x TO 
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After the firſt ceremonies were 
over, the converſation varied from 
one topic to another, and as uſual 
where females take the lead, thoſe 
of public amuſements, faſhion, and 
other frivolity were diſcuſſed at large 
by Lady Lanſdown and the Ladies 
| who attended her; but though po- 
bteneſs ſometimes obliged her Grace 
to join in the empty ſubject, I could 
perceive the found herſelf very ill at 
eaſe, and would have been happy to 
have excuſed herſelf from diſcour- 
fing on a topic, of which her little 
attention to either, rendered her a 
_ e ae . 


That ſhe might not Fi chus eter- 
"nally condemned to ſilence whoſe 
voice is more ſoothing to my heart 
than the moſt celeſtial harmony, (and 


with. 7 


- 
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in hopes 'to relieve her from their 
unintereſting babble) I aſked her 
Ladyſhip if ſhe had ſeen a publication 
juſt now extant, and by that means 


changed the converſation from Figa- 


ro ribbands and balloons, to that of 
Science and Les Belles Leitres. TT 


T was then the charming Ducheſs 
ſhone, while her Gueſts in turn were' 
conſtrained to become hearers only— 
Without the leaſt oſtentation of ſu- 
perior knowledge, the acquitted her- 


ſelf with graceful eaſe on every lite- 


rary * 2 
« Cenſured with judgment, and with taſte approved.” ; 


The eyes of her delighted father- 
were directed towards her with paren- 
tal eee and ap peared to tri- 
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umph in beholding the exotic which 

his anxious cares had raiſed to ſuch 

perfection; while thoſe of her vener- 

able huſband, Lord George, and 
your enamoured Friend, hung with 
ecſtatic pleaſure on every word which 
iſſued from her coral lips. 


The Ladies hurt by this monopo- 


ly, ſeemed to regard her with an eye 
of envy. 


For Heaven's ſake ! (cried Miſs 

« Manwaring, yawning in the moſt 
« ungraceful manner) let us change 
4 this ſtupid ſubject, which is too 
«©. tearnet in all conſeience for a fe- 
44 male; for my part I never trouble 
« myſelf to inveſtigate the merits 
or demerits of the trumpery which 
is daily-publiſhed—it is from the 
ble & character 
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character which the Reviewers 


give them only, that I decide 
and thoſe which have been long 
approved are now worn toothread- 
bare to afford any thare of amuſe- 
ment to a woman of taſte.” 


« Is it poſſible, (cried I) that 
with a woman of real taſte ſuch 
can loſe their power of amuſing 
becauſe no longer neẽẽ-ꝰ ? 


* T ſhould. think not, (retorted 
Lord George) but the ſentiments 
of my Couſin are in ſome reſpects 
very outre—with a woman of ſen- 
ſibility, I am convinced that merit 
can never loſe its eſtimation, tho? 
it may have exiſted for centuries 
back ; but taſte and ſenſibility are 


ſo very diſſimilar, that thoſe who 


K 3 „ pro- 
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* profeſs themſelves votaries of the 


former, are ſeldom capable of diſ- 


cerning it—ſuch read with the 


ſame unfeeling propenſions as they 
marry, meerly to indulge the ca- 
price of the hour.” 


& Nay, now my Lord, you carry 
the matter too far ; for ſurely no 


lady would marry with as little 


view to happineſs as they read to 
their 1improvement—Miſs Man- 
waring, I dare ſay, whatever is 
her opinion on literary ſubjects, 


would not ſo far ſacrifice her judg- 


ment as to become indifferent to 


the mau on whom ſhe thought 
proper to beſtow her hand, from 


no other __ than a ſatiety of 
his wor 


« And 


hd 
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« And why not ? for me, E ſhould 
think thoſe who do not ſeruple to 


acknowledge that long acquaint- 


„ ance with the works of a valuable 
«. author deprives them of entertain- 
* ment, would be governed by the 
* ſame caprice in reſpe& to their 
4 deareſt friends; for if merit is not 
of itſelf ſufficient to inſure a per- 
* maneney of eſteem, the fociety 
« of a huſband after it ceaſes to be a 
© novelty, is by a woman of taſte 
«© as liable to be deemed an 
a bare as an author.“ 


4 tafdlene wretch ! (returned 
« Manwarin 8 there is no danger of 
« your merit growing: threadbare 
in any ones opinion, fince it is 
too inconſiderable ever to be difs 
% cerned—a man of ſenſe will never 

K 4 8710187 40 let 


290 THE PLATQNIC MARRIAGE. 


let his admiration ſo far get the 
better of his good manners as to 
95 7 kde one lady at the ex- 
“ pence of another, even though the 

object be ever ſo en his 
eulogiums.“ 


20 ro impoſſible not to under- 
ſtand the inference I did not won- 
der on turning my eyes towards the 
Pucheſs to obſorys the hectic of 
4 the momont' paſs over her lovely 
cheek, for any one myſt! haye per- 
ceived it to be the effect of envy 5 
yet to be the object of it, I am per- 
ſuaded ſo far from being a ſubject of 
triumph to this incomparable woman, 
gave her infinite concern; and gladly 
would ſhe have diſpenſed with the 
good apimion of his. Lordſhiꝑ, to have 
ſaved the chagrined Manwaring from. 
his juſt retorts. 


As 


9 
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As the ſubject, if longer continued 
muſt have proved painful on both 
fides, in order to divert it, I porn 
a walk in the gardens, 


The propoſal was readily accepted 
by the Miſſes, and to my infinite 


mortification (from an incident I had 


not the happineſs to foreſee)I was con- 
ſtrained to accompany them, while 
her - Grace remained w.th Lady 
ELanſdown, who complained of a 
weakneſs in her ancle which pre- 
vented her from walking, and ex- 
cuſed herſelf from' being of their 
ee e, 


nder pretence of talking to Mr. 

Villeroy, Lord George alſo lurked be- 
hind, (though I was convinced it 
was the Ducheſs who chained him 
K 5 * 
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tothe Drawing-room) and the honor 
of attending them was left wholly 
to my ſelf After wle a few 


turnt. 


154. Well, my Lord, cried. Miſs 
% Brudenell, (whoſe vivacity is 
ſometimes more conſpicuous than, 
ther delicacy) is not your grand- 
* mother a charming woman? its 
Ha. pity her ſpirit is. not equal ta 
her beauty but ſhe's quite cal- 
i culated for ſtill- life, or diſguiſes, 
her real propenſions in compli- 
ment to the Duke I am told the 
eis up every morning by ſix o clock, 
„ making whey poſſets and ſpread- 
ing plaiſter for ali the invalids in 
44 the neighbourhood ſtrange avo- 
< cations for a lady newly married !! 
40 Art they: hot? J protels Idonotenyx: 
0! her 
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6,,her,! Grace, notwithſtanding the 
5 bleſſings, which; Iam told; ſhe ac. 
« quires; ſome years hence ſuch a diſ- 
«,,poſal of her time might be in cha- 
« raCter, but at preſent it ſavours ra- 
« ther of affectation than benevo- 
„ lence; was lever to marry a man 
«© ſo much older than myſelf, I think 
© I ſhould find no inelination to waſte 
„my days in that hum- drum man- 
* ner, howeber drearily the reſt of 
„ my time might be 1 of. 
640 i} ſi nnd believe 3 you, » replice 
1 laughing. preſuming from the 
freedom wit! which ſhe expreſſed 
herſelf, and doubt not, was ſuch 
« eyer to be your fate, you would 
<« take care to indemnify yourſelf 
e by the ſociety of ſome one whoſe: 
« vyears promiſed a more agreeable 
„entertainment.“ 
| K 6 « Saucy 


204 TAE PLATONIC MARRIAGE, 


e Gaby: 'worerch + 2 —_—_— 
4 « really ſs _ WI 


* eertlialy 1 can I Hobs! hat 
* ar . geh ee el EA 


+44 
15 91 


66 Welt, thes Snceiehy; my Wb 
« even allowing for all the Duke's. 
good qualities, don't you think it 
6. a- moſt prepoſterous unien? Þ 
« declare when I firſt heard of it, I 
4 was quite ſhockedon your account; 
4 for after his Grace had been ſo long 
a widower, Tam fure it muſt have 
« been very mortifying to hear he 
% had made a ſecond choice.” | 


F 53 8 "ey TY for ke kind 
confideration to my intereſt, but diſ- 
appointed her of What ]! found: the 
was ſo very anxious to be RC 


+ Sao 4 4 
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with, and inſtead” of indulging her 
with my fentiments on the occafion, 
remarked that the air ſeemed to pre- 
ſage approaching thunder, which 
immediately induced them to return 
from the gardens. en of | 


_ * 1 g 


* They ſoon after took their Ieave, 
and it was eaſy to perceive that poor 
Wentworth was ſeized with the ſame 
hopeleſs difeafe which has taken up 
its abode in the boſom of your friend; 
for to me, who was fuſceptible of his 
fenfations from ſympathy, nothing 
could be mote clear than his relue- 
tance to quit the preſence of her who 
had awakened in his heart thofe new- 
born ſentiments. 


At parting he ſhook me by the 


hand, begged we might be ſociable 
during 
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during my continuance at the, caſtle, 
and recollecting an intention of 
launching a new phaeton and four 
to-day, preſſed me to. accompany 
him in a morning drive—which J 
promiſed, though conſcious that the 
only ſatis faction he propoſed in my 
ſociety, | is, to talk of the lovely 
Weben 193910 * = 31 f 

F can I 8 ha ** 
timents are ſo ſimilar to my own— 
nay, muſt not ſuch be the ſentiments 
of every man Who has the happineſs 
of being acquainted. with the blended 
beauties of her mind and perſon ? 


I would inſtantly fly from a place 
more dangerous to my repoſe than 
was the Idalian Groves to the Virtue 
of the deſcendant of the ſage Ulyfies— 

but 
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but how is it poſſible to eſtrange my- 

ſelf from a family, to whom I am 
connected by the cloſeſt ties of con- 
fanguinity, and not leſs by affection? 


the Duke has in the moſt ſtrenuous 


manner intreated me to continue 
with them for ſome days: at this 
time a refuſal would be fuppoſed to 
originate from a diſapprobation of 
his choice, and give to a determi- 
nation prompted by prudence, the 
femblance of -difreſpe&—ſtay'there- 
fore | muſt (though miſery attend 
my. compliance) till I can with pro- 
„ quit the field of 2 


| Here comes: "Lord 8 but be 
will be diſappointed of beholding the 
object of his adoration, as ſhe is juſt 
retired to her dreſſing- rom i muſt 
lay down my pen to attend him 
Adieu, my friend, pity your 
III fated 
CARTERET. 
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LETTER NX. 


THE bucgEss OF A—— TO LADY GERTRUDE 
SPENCER». 


WHY are you not here, my Ger- 

trude, at a time in which your 
foctety would be more than uſually 
ſatis factory to your Clara? The 
| ſhort viſit you paid us appears to me 


but as an agreeable dream ; how un- 
fortunate that the ill health of Lady 
Spencer ſnatched. from me ſo ſoon 
the ſweet illuſion ; for that you was 
really here, I can ſcarcely credit, ſo 
tranſitory was the happineſs. _ 

Mi ba We 
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We have, theſe three days paſt, 
had for a viſitor Lord Edward Carte- 
ret, the grand- ſon of his Grace— tis 
the preſence of this amiable young 
man which renders me ſo deſirous of 
yours, my dear; for I know not two 
whoſe diſpofitions ſtrike me with 
more forcible ideas of ſimilarity; 
methinks they were formed to act in 
uniſon 3 he appears to be the youth 
calculated by nature to warm your 
hitherto wvulnerable heart, and I 


am mare than half perſuaded that the 


hour in which he firſt beheld my 
Gertrude, would be the laſt bg could 
boaſt of liberty, 


1 There was ſomething ſo extraor- 
dinary in our firſt rencontre, that I 
was impreſſed with an idea of his ſu- 


nas worth to moſt young men of 
this 


tering the place, where was extend; 
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this diffipated age, before] knew of 
his affinity to my deareſt Lord, whoſe 


virtues, though undiminiſhed, ap- 
pear to be tranſmitted, or rather 


entailed on his poſterity. 


It was in one of my morning ram- 
bles with Dinah among the indigent 


peaſants of the neighbourhood that! 
found him, at a poor hovel adminif- 


tering comfort to its wretched inha- 


bitants; and the half-ſtarved infants 


of an afficted parent hanging about 
his knees in joyful gratitude—l 


would have retreated on obſerving 


him, leſt our preſence ſhould be an 
interruption to his benevolent inten- 
tions, but he perceived us in an in- 
ſtant, and it was ten too late to put 
my deſign in execution; on our en- 


ed 


( 
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ed on a bed of ſtraw the unhappy 
invalid, he-politely offered me the 
only bit of a chair the place atforded, 
and retired immediately to the outer 
room, but with an appearance of emo- 
tion too particular to be deſcribed. : 


We paſſed him in going out, (for 
he had not left- the hut but was ſeat-⸗ 
ed on an old cheſt in a contemplative 
poſture) and paying us the compli- 
ments of the morning, I ſuppoſe he 
again returned to the object of his 
humane attention ; for though We 
looked ſeveral times behind us, I did 
not perceive him to come out before: 
we had entered the park, the wall of 
winch then concealed him from our 
view. | 


Judge how much I was aſtoniſh- 
ed on entering the breakfaſt-room, to 
find 
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find this benevolent ſtranger con- 


verſing with all the familiarity of a 
long eſtabliſhed friendſhip with my 
father and the Duke, the latter of 


whom introduced him as his grand- 


fon. 


The emotions I had remarked in 


Him at the cottage returned even to 
a degree of agitation, and it was not 


till after he had ſwallowed a glaſs of 
water he could compoſe himſelf ſuf- 


. - fictently- to pay me the cuftomary 
compliments. 


His firſt confuſion I had naturally 


attributed to that native delicacy of 


ſoul, which is hurt at the accidental 
diſcovery of propenſions which are 
its higheſt honour—but theſe were 
more inexplicable, nor could I alledge 

= 490 them 


CCC 
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them to any other motive than that 
of ſeeing a deſtitute girl like myſelf, 
raiſed to ſuch exalted rank, indulg- 
ing all the generous inclinations of - 
her heart from the unlimited com- 
mand of wealth, which would have 
otherwiſe been one day ſolely his. 


L never felt my own conſequence 
ſo much leſſened as at that moment; 
even the pleaſure of doing good, for 
a time, loſt its ſatisfaction: but 
when I conſidered that ſuch a diſpo- 
ſal of his grandfire's wealth muſt ap- 
pear more meritorious (in the eyes of. 
one whoſe own heart, though a male, 
ſeemed tremblingly alive to the tender: 
feelings of humanity): than if diſſi- 


pated in the idle pomp which. ſome- 


times follows newly acquired ho- 
noers, I felt myſelf rather more at 


1 
3 
| 
| 
1 
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eaſe; - perſuaded he would on a fur- 
ther acquaintance with my character, 
at leaſt, do me the juſtice to believe 
J was not among the number of 
youthful brides who take advantage 
of their power to procure empty 


gratifications and ſuperficial ſplen- 


dour. 


I flatter myſelf I had been miſtaken 


as to the cauſe : for after a little re- 
covering himſelf, he apologiſed for 
his involuntary emotions by declar- 
ing that the heat of the fun had fo 


powerfully affected his head, that he 


found him ſelf ready to faint before he 
reached the caſtle, and the giddineſs 
returning had again overpowered him, 
as I have mentioned. 


After breakfaſt he appeared rather, 


better, and from his general behavi- 


our 
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our to me, which was reſpectfully 
polite, . I began to hope that his pre- 
judices, had he any, would by degrees, 
wear off, 


The Duke, ever anxious to diſplay 


the few accompliſhments of your 


Clara, intreated me to entertain them 
with a few tunes on my Piano but 
I performed with a very ill grace; for 
my fears of appearing vain of my in- 


| confiderable. ſhare of muſical abilities, | 


deprived my fingers of their wonted 
powers, and as ſoon as, poſſible I left 
off playing that I might not be ſup- 
poſed to triumph in thoſe adventitious 
talents, which ny woman may n 
ſeſs. 


{x the = NN "Lads Lanſ- 


un and ſome ladies who are of her 
family, 


447 3 
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family, paid us a viſit; and with 
them came Lord George Wentworth: 
I know not when I have paſſed an 


evening with leſs agreeable ſenſations 


than thoſe I experienced in the ſociety 
of this modern party.— The ladies 


converſed of nothing but the faſhions, 


maſquerades, ridottos, and other 
places of amuſement, a topic on 
which I was little able to comment, 
as J have never been in public ' ſince 
our arrival in England; and his lord- 


ſhip continually gazed on me with 
ſuch particularity of attention, that I 


felt myſelf quite ada 


© Obſerving I was filent on a babe 
on which my gueſts expatiated with 


the greateſt flow of ſpirits, Lord 


Edward, -goodnaturedly, introduced 
y more calculated: to render the 


con- 
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converſation general; but, to my 
aſtoniſhment, what produced the re- 
covery of my converſable faculties, 
entirely deprived my female viſitors 
of theirs ; and, after a little diſſerta 
tion on literature, in which they had 
not advanced a ſingle ſyllable, one of 
the young ladies exclaimed againſt 
ſuch a ſtupid ſubject; declaring it 
was enough to put her in the vapours, 
and begged it might | be ene for 


one more liyely. 


; This abſurs.: interroptign;igage- 
diately.drew ſome ſarcaſtical remarks 
from Lord Wentworth, who makes 
no ceremony with his couſin; and 
the lady would, I believe have found 
herfelf ſeriouſſy offended, if Lord 
Edward, Carteret, in order ta throw 
en reflections into à more agreeable 


vol. I, 55 chan 
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chanhel,: had not propoſed a walk 
into the garden, which. ſoon reſtored 
her ferenity; for the attentions of 
ſuch an amiable young man I could 


ee were n to Ber. 


FI il 11 s 


They were cocotnipactied: in their 
walk only by Miſs Brudenelle; for 
Lady Landſdown, having recently 
ſprained her anele, dechined being of 


their party; and her Nephew, from | 


choice, remained of ours. 


My father had rotived/ty- this Win- 
dow which fronts the Dewns, in 
order to make ſome obſervations with 
his perſpective, whither his Lordſhi p 


followed; but his eyes, inſtead of 


being directed to the proſpect from 


the Caſtle, reverted momentarily to 
yur friend, and were Tg of 


ſuch 
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ſach tenderneſs lese with con- 
fuſton; aud what ſtill increaſed it 
was, that he looked alternately on 
me, then upon the Duke, as if to- 
make compariſons that were little to 
the advantage of either. 


Never did the apparent impropriety 


of my ſituation ſtrike me ſo forcibly. 


as at that inſtant: Was not ours an 
union founded on the pureſt views, 


and which has virtue and friendſhip 


onby for its baſis, how painful would 
be my reſtections l for, from the ex+ | 
preſſion which accmpaniell the glan- 


ces of Lord George, it is evident, that 


the athberal fex are governed by the 
idea of finding eaſy victory over the 
pafſibns uf a woman, who ceuld poſ- 


ſibly have no-othet inducement than 


intereſt to unite herſelf ſo une qally; 
L Na- 
got! 
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naturally concluding, that ſhe who 
will ſacrifice her youth to procure 
the gratiſications of wealth, will, 
when that is attained, as eaſily be 
prevailed on to ſacrifice her honour 
at the illuſive ſhrine of pleaſure. 


Ah! little do they know of my 
heart, who think 3t actuated by either 
of thoſe deſpicable: paſſions! Not to 
have procured the poſſeſſion of a di 
adem would I have given my hand 
to my noble-minded, friend, but on 
the generous terms on which it was. 
ſolicited. One particle of ſenſuality 
incorporated with ſuch Heaven-born 
ſentiments as his, at this advanced 
ſeaſon: of life, would have ſullied all 
his virtues; and, from regarding hitn 
as an angel, would have induced me 
to look upon him as ſomething be- 
neath a man. 

. | I hope - 
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Thope ſuch are not the ſentiments 
of Lord Edward, for! mould with to 

appear reſpectable to all who are re- 
lated to the beft of men; yet, what 
can he think, ſince appearances often 
ſeem to carry with them conviction ? 
Well, think what he Will in the 
firſt inſtance, he ſhall not in the ſe- 
cond have room for condemnation. 
If he believes that intereſt has made 
me the wife of his Grandſire, he ſhall 
never have reaſon to believe that the 
ſame indelicacy of conduct prevails 
with 1 me after thirfinge, | 


$48; 'S 
Py. 


 Thojs he! dd not Guard „ela at- 
tentions of this modern Lothario. I 
will never return Lady Lanſdown's 
viſit while 'her nephew is at the 
Gtove, ot be Mfible when he calls 
upon us; for 1 ſhonld' be miſerable 
6 L 3 under 
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under the ſuſpioion of throwing my- 
ſelf in the way of his criminal atten-, 
tions, for ſuch, little as I know of 
the diffolute,.ſex,. they too dan 
n themſelves. SOnſTt Ad 57 

HO iwao9 meds 3c rin of D 
rh morging, he called to, take 
Lord Edward on an airing in his 
phaeton, which, fortunately, being 
before appriſed of, I took care not to 
emerge frommy apartment till aloe 
Vn RPO on a 19.) 


 Heighbo! | 4 am not t helf! in 1 
this morning. Come, my deareſt 
girl, and enliven me by your pre- 
ſence. Come and contribute to the 
amuſement of a mind which Jam 
ſure cannot, among the infignificants 
of this neighbourhood, . find. an inte- 
ning object. Miſs Manwaring muſt 


7 not 
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not carry away the prize: his heart, 
hitherto cautious of making i its elec- 
tion, is reſerved for a conqueſt ami- 
* as my Fentrude, | 
073-30. 1641 At! Ne 

, * Spencer, 14 am neil ins 
formed is better: what then can 
prevent your compliance with my, 
nay, with all our wiſhes? This is 
the ſpot which health, good- humour, 
and happineſs, perpetually illumine. 
Its ſalutary effects you will behold 
in my beloved parent, whoſe coun- 
tenance exhibits that internal ſerenity 
which content ever infpires. He has 
entirely loſt the complaint which 
alarmed me when you were with us: 
and for ſome years to come will, I 
hope, Men e to thy ie 
of age. 


I» 


As 
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As to my revered Lord, What can 
Fay of lim but what you already 
ſuggeſt, that he is as happy as can 
poſſibly be a man, whoſe Felicity is 
centered in promoting that of the 
friends of his affection; and, in point 
of health {thanks to that beneficent 
Being, to whom he ſhews the moſt 
ſteady attachment, by the virtues of 
his life) he has not, I find, for rg 10 
e it bod unititertuptedly. | 

May Heaven Wa preſerve to me 
the bleſſing of his protection! When 
I reflect, that if I continue to be ma: 
ny years an inhabitant of this world, 
there muſt inevitably come a tithe in 
which I ſhall be deprived” of thoſe 
' deareſt guides to my inexperienced 
youth. My heart ſhudders àt the 
reflection! What a pity, few as 


there 
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there is, that good men are not or- 
dained to; be immortal; but then, 
where would virtue find its reward? 
—Alas! it cannot be attained but by 
ſoaring beyond the grave. 


Adieu, my love !—a depreſſion 
ſteals upon my heart which muſt not 
be indulged: let me not darken the 


preſent by a gloomy anticipation of 
the future. I ſhall hourly expect the 


preſence of her who is ineſtimably 
dear to the affections of her 


Unalterable, 


CLARA, 


END OP SECOND YOLUMEs 


